
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Ghost Town at Sundown (MTH)     Level:  M      ISBN:  590-70636-5  Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #1-#2 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

We are going to be reading a new Magic Tree House book.  Have you read other Magic Tree House books?  

What do you already know about Jack and Annie and what they do?  That’s right; Jack and Annie take trips into 

the past in their magic tree house.  Jack and Annie are trying to become Master Librarians and that comes with 

special abilities, but first they have a couple more riddles to solve.  On this trip, they’re traveling back in time to 

the Wild West.  What do you suppose that means, “wild west?”  Jack and Annie end up in a ghost town called 

Rattlesnake Flats and find a calendar dated 1878.  When you hear “wild west” and the year 1878, what images 

come to your mind?  If you were standing in the wild west, back in 1878 and looked around, what would you 

see?  Let’s get into these first few chapters with Jack and Annie. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p3 enchantress, p4 mysteriously, p7 tombstones, p9 ancient,  

p11 stagecoach, p11 tumbleweeds, p15 scorpions 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

-What had Annie seen that made her think Morgan was back?  She mentioned in the first chapter that this rabbit 

might have been a sign.  How was this later confirmed? 

-Once a Master Librarian, what will Jack and Annie be able to do?  Why do you think this is so appealing to 

Jack?   

-Now that we’ve read a couple of chapters, have you images of the wild west in 1878 changed?  How? 

-What did Jack and Annie do at the general store?  What did Annie hear while they were in the store?  Why was 

this such a big deal? 

-What does it mean to be a ghost town?   

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write about whether you’d like to visit a ghost town.  Why or why not? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Ghost Town at Sundown (MTH)     Level:  M      ISBN:  590-70636-5  Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #3-#4 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

So Jack and Annie have found themselves in Rattlesnake Flats and the year, as far as we know, is 1878.  While 

at the general store, trying on cowboy boots and hats, they hear an unusual sound.  What made the piano music 

such a strange sound to hear?  What are you predicting Jack and Annie will find as they investigate the source 

of the piano music?  We will soon find out. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p18 ancient, p24 growly, p26 mustangs, p27 descendants, mare,  

p30 distress, p31 reckon 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

-Early in chapter 3, it said that Jack was limping after Annie.  Why was Jack limping? 

-What are the only two explanations for the piano playing?  Why did this knowledge scare Jack and Annie?  Is 

the true definition of a ghost town the same as they are thinking right now?  How did the cowboys riding 

through feel about the town? 

-What happened after the cowboys (horse thieves) left?  What is Annie’s response to the young colt?  What was 

Jack’s response to the colt?  If you were there, do you think you would respond more like Jack or Annie?   

-Do you think Jack was surprised by Annie’s response to the colt?  What makes you think that?   

-What is the colt doing?   

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

How do you think Jack and Annie are going to get the colt back with his mother? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Ghost Town at Sundown (MTH)     Level:  M      ISBN:  590-70636-5  Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #5-#6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie aren’t too sure how the piano was playing.  After we finished chapter #4, I was wondering if 

maybe the cowboy we met at the end of the chapter might have been the one to push the foot pedal on the piano.  

Do you think maybe that could have started the piano playing?  Did you have other ideas about that?  Well, both 

Jack and Annie are distracted now by the colt, which Annie has named Sunset, and getting the colt back with 

his mother.  Why do you think this is so important to Annie?  Do you think it’s important to Jack for the same 

reasons, or different reasons?  We’re about to find out more about the cowboy we met briefly at the end of 

chapter #4.  Do you think he’s a good guy or a bad guy?  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p33 rustlers, p34 cowpoke’s, p35 young’uns, p36 yonder, p37 knack 

p38 stirrup, p42 pardners, p45 galloped, p47 neighs 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers predict what might happen next. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What did Slim call Jack and Annie?  He doesn’t even know their real names.  Why did he automatically call 

Annie Smiley and Jack Shorty?  How do they fell about their names? 

-Jack is relived that Sunset is back with his herder.  Why?  Did Jack get what he wanted? 

-Tell me about Slim’s plan to get Sunset and his mother back.  How did Annie feel about this plan?  How did 

Jack feel about this plan?   

-The events at the end of chapter 6 were quite exciting.  Describe for me what was happening.  What happened 

to Jack?  I got a little bit confused at the end when Jack fell off his horse.  Then it said that a shimmering white 

figure was moving across the top of the rise and the rustlers horses were panicked and backing away.  What do 

you think that was? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

If you’d made a plan to get the mustangs back, what would you have done? 

If you were a cowpoke, what would your nickname be and why? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Ghost Town at Sundown (MTH)     Level:  M      ISBN:  590-70636-5  Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #7-#8 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

So let’s recap what happened in our reading yesterday.  (Allow students to relate important events.)  Jack, 

Annie, and Slim were able to get the five mustangs back and are on the run or are splitting the wind.  Jack 

barely escaped from the rustlers.  I’m really wondering about the “white figure” we read about at the end of 

chapter #6.  I’m thinking that detail might be important.  What do you think?  As we read today, we’ll find out 

if Jack did really escape and see if Jack and Annie are able to put the pieces of the riddle together and get it 

solved. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p50 saddlebags, coral, p60 grazing 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-Has Jack’s character changed in these last few chapters?  How can you tell or what evidence in the texts helps 

you to know that? 

-Tell me about the legend of Lonesome Luke.  How did Lonesome Luke help Jack? 

-Why did Slim come out west?  What ended up happening to him?  What is his plan by the time we finished 

chapter #8? 

-Do you think it was hard for Annie to say goodbye to Sunset?  Why or why not?  Can you make any 

connections with Annie at that moment?  Do you sympathize with her? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What have we learned at the end of chapter 8?  Explain the answer to the riddle. 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Ghost Town at Sundown (MTH)     Level:  M      ISBN:  590-70636-5  Publisher:  Scholastic 

Chapters #9-#10 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie have figured out the answer to the riddle.  How were they able to figure this out?  Jack said that 

Slim knew the answer to the riddle last night.  How do we know that Slim did indeed already know the answer?  

Why do you suppose he didn’t just tell Jack and Annie the answer then?  Jack and Annie will be on their way 

home soon, but they have one more encounter in Rattlesnake Flats.  Who do you suppose they’ll meet before 

they leave?  Let’s find out. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p65 loped 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections. (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What did Slim mean when he thanked Jack and Annie for “steering him straight?” 

-What compliments did he give to Jack?  What compliments did he give to Annie?  

-Who did Jack and Annie encounter back at Rattlesnake Flats?  How do they feel about Lonesome Luke?  How 

can we tell?  What evidence do we have in the text? 

-What connection was made in the very last chapter?  Why was the detail about the author of the wild west 

book significant?   

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Choose a character from the story that you could relate to or you feel you are most similar to.  Write about 

which character that is and how you feel you relate to or are the same as that character. 


