
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Getting the Message      Level:  M        ISBN:  978-0-47-812958-8  Publisher:  Nelson Education 

Chapter #1  Noisy Messages 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today, we’re going to be starting a chapter book.  This book might not be like one you’ve ever seen before.  

When you think of a chapter book, what comes to you mind?  This chapter book is a little different.  Let’s take a 

look at the table of contents and see what we can learn about what we’ll be reading about in this book.  So, 

looking at the chapter names or headings for each section, what would you say is the theme or main idea of this 

text?  (forms of communication)  You might think that since it has a table of contents that this is a nonfiction 

text.  Sections of the text are nonfiction, but other sections are fiction.  Which sections do you think are 

fiction/nonfiction?  What makes you think that?   

Today, we’re going to be reading a poem called “Noisy Messages.”  It’s about sounds that communicate a 

message to us.  What sounds can you think of that communicate a message to us?  Do these sounds come with 

words, or are they just sounds?  Let’s see what sounds we will hear/communicate in this poem. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p2 through, siren, hungrily 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections.  (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What types of sound messages did we read about?  What messages were communicated by those sounds? 

-Can you think of a different possible message for the same sound?  Could an alarm clock or an alarm on a 

phone mean something other than “get out of bed?”  Could a car horn tooting means something other than “get 

out of my way?”  Could a cat’s meows mean something other than “what’s for dinner?” 

-What other sounds can you think of that communicate a message without using words? (buzz of a washer or 

dryer, grind of a garage door opening or closing, pop of a toaster, ding of the bell for school to begin, fire alarm, 

tornado siren, ding of an open door at a store…) 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a new sound, one that wasn’t in the book, which communicates a message.  (If time allows, you 

could take a closer look at the verses in the poem and have students create their own, so it rhymes.) 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Getting the Message      Level:  M        ISBN:  978-0-47-812958-8  Publisher:  Nelson Education 

Chapter #2  Keeping in Touch 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This next section of our book talks about how we communicate with language, specifically in writing letters to 

other people.  How do you think people used to communicate with others using the written language, like 

writing a letter?  How did those letters used to be delivered? How long do you think it took for a letter to be 

delivered or received? Are there other ways of communication that you know about from our history? 

(telegram)  Do you know how those worked? 

Today we’re going to be reading about some history of written communication, what it used to be like to send a 

letter or a message to another person.  We will also read a little about how our written communication has 

changed in our recent history.  What do you think is the most common way that we exchange written 

communication today?  What do you think has made it possible for new forms of communication to come about 

and become so much faster? (technology, inventions)  Let’s read to find out how communication has changed 

over time. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p4 inventions, p5 Europe, wrecked, p9 machine, p10 electronic 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections.  (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What were some of the problems that were encountered in sending mail over the sea?  What method of sending 

mail came next? (airmail)  What was the advantage of airmail over sending it on a ship?  Why do you think it 

takes so much longer for airmail to reach Australia?  Explain how the telegram worked. 

-What is the purpose of the drawings at the top of each page?  (Each drawing/caption is about the same family, 

Luisa and Anthony, showing how their communication changed over time.)  Take a closer look at this.  Notice 

the dates for each caption and the method of communication. 

-Compare sending a letter over the ocean to sending an email now.  What are the advantages and/or 

disadvantages of each? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

This chapter ends by mentioning the idea that letters, envelopes, and stamps might only be seen in a museum 

one day.  What do you think about that?  Do you think the hand written language will one day be extinct? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Getting the Message      Level:  M        ISBN:  978-0-47-812958-8  Publisher:  Nelson Education 

Chapter # 3 My Friend Michelle 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we’re going to be reading a section called “My Friend Michelle.”  This is like a diary or a personal 

journal.  What does that mean?  What would you see in a diary or journal? (dates)  What type of information do 

you think would be recorded here? (daily events, personal experiences)  What do you think is the purpose for 

such a type of writing?  Let’s see what new things we can learn from reading this journal. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p12 duh, p13 bon-shooer, practiced, recorder, p14 dumb,                       

p15 Frere Jacques,  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections.  (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-Who is the writer of this journal/diary?  Who is Michelle?  How were Michelle and the writer different?  How 

were they the same?  What were some of the problems the friends encountered? (not having the words to 

communicate, jealousy)  What was something that Michelle was really good at? (math, playing the recorder)  

Why do you think she was so good at those things?  How did the writer end up communicating with Michelle 

that she wanted her to come to her house for the sleep-over? 

-How is a journal entry/diary different from something you might write for school?   

-Why do you think people write in a journal or diary? (some people just like to write, feels good to be able to 

express oneself, recording memories…believe it or not, you won’t remember everything forever) 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

How do you communicate with someone who doesn’t speak the same language you do?  Would you try to be 

that person’s friend or would you avoid them?  What makes you think that? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Getting the Message      Level:  M        ISBN:  978-0-47-812958-8  Publisher:  Nelson Education 

Chapter #4  Speaking with Signs and Symbols 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

So, after our reading the journal/diary entries about Michelle, one of the things I asked you was how you would 

communicate with someone who spoke a different language than you.  How would you go about 

communicating with them?  Would you try to be friends with that person or would you avoid them?  Why?  

What do you think it would be like to communicate with someone who had NO verbal language at all?  What 

would it be like to communicate with someone who was deaf?  How would you do that?  Today, we’re going to 

be reading about that very thing in the section called “Speaking with Signs and Symbols.”  We’re also going to 

read about how we can communicate without using any language at all.  Can you think of anyways that we 

communicate without using any words?  Let’s read to find out what all this is about. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p18 granddad, p20 muscles, p21 lipread, p22 squiggly, p23 Braille 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections.  (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What are some ways that we communicate without using any words?  Can you think of any other hand gestures 

we use to communicate?  Let’s look at the facial expressions on page 20.  What do you think these facial 

expressions communicate?  What’s another way we read about that we receive communication without words? 

(use of signs, like road signs) 

-How does a blind person read and write?  Do you think their communication would be different in other ways, 

too?  How?   

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a way that you communicate with someone without using words. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Getting the Message      Level:  M        ISBN:  978-0-47-812958-8  Publisher:  Nelson Education 

Chapter #5  Heat Wave 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

This last section we’re going to be reading is called “Heat Wave,” and this is a comic strip.  What can you tell 

me about how we read and process or think about comic strips?  How does a reading/thinking about a comic 

strip compare to the other reading we’ve done in this book?  How is it the same?  How is it different?  Let’s 

look at our text for today’s reading.  When we read comic strips that have multiple scenes and lines on the same 

page, we read from left to right and top to bottom.  (If necessary, show the students what you mean by reading 

the first page with them.  Read a frame and then ask students what they should read next.)  There are some 

major miscommunications happening in this classroom.  Let’s read to see if they can straighten out their 

communication.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p24 geography, p25 region, Ireland, p26 Mr. de Vito, p30 degrees,      

p31 radiator’s, Tsien 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections.  (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

-What was the first miscommunication? (slept in/kept in)  What misunderstanding happened next? (stepping on 

a pin)  What did the principal and janitor misunderstand?  What was the result of the janitor misunderstanding 

what the principal said?  How are the kids feeling near the end of this comic strip?  Why?  Who do you suppose 

Miss Gonzales is feeling near the end of the comic strip?  What makes you think that? 

 

-Did you think this comic strip was funny?  What makes it funny?  What do you think was the purpose for 

including the fish in the comic strip?  What did the fish say that was funny? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

We’ve read about several different types of communication in this text.  Which did you enjoy reading the most?  

Which did you find the most difficult?  Why? 


