
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (M-Z) 
Title: George Washington’s Mother       Level: M         ISBN: 0-448-40384-6          Publisher: Grosset & Dunlap 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)     This book doesn’t have chapters but can be read and discussed over four days. 

 

(Read pp. 5-13 on first day.) Geo. Wash.’s mother was born over 300 years ago when life was more 

primitive without modern technology and transportation, but what was the same back then as it is now was that 

people got married and had children and some of them were rich while others were poor. George’s mom’s name 

was Mary and she “had a mind of her own.” She didn’t feel like she had to be like the other girls her age; she 

would decide for herself what she wanted. 

(Read pp. 14-21 on day 2.) The most important thing to Mary was that someone would take care of her and 

she wanted that person to be George. George ALSO had a mind of his own but as long as he was under the age 

of 21 he had to do whatever his ma asked him to do. George wanted to travel, fight in battles, and have 

adventures. 

(Read 22-32 on day 3.) Finally George was old enough to make his own decisions and when his choices 

made his mother upset, she would then do things to make George upset just to spite him. 

(Read to the end of the book on day 4.) Mary had to move to Fredricksburg where she enjoyed her 

grandchildren and her garden and she found a special private place by a large rock. Big, big problems came up 

in the colonies and George fought in many battles until America at last won the war. In the end Mary really was 

proud of George when he was honored with the country’s first presidency. 

      

*Discuss pictures (M) This is a true story but there was no photography back then so there are illustrations 

instead. 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   

Day 1 – Augustine (p.7)  suited (p.6)  callers (p.9)    Virginia (p.5) 

Day 2 – stay put (p.18)   governor (p.20) 

Day 3 – meddling (p.24)    wounded (p.26)   approved (p.29) 

Day 4 – “in want” (p.42)  company (p.45) 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

      Each child can say something to respectfully describe something about their own mothers. 

  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about what is true about the main character in this story. (For example, was she really poor or was 

it her imagination?) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story and also choose one of the questions to be answered in their journals. 

Day 1 – How many brothers and sisters did George have? (p.8) 

              What made Mary happy at Ferry Farm? (p.10) 

   What happened that made Mary feel poor? (p.12) 

Day 2 – What did George want to do? (p.14) 
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              What did George’s mother want him to do? 

 

Day 3 – Who was more stubborn, George or his mother? (p.23) Why do you think so? 

   Why did Mary move to live near her daughter? (p.31) 

Day 4 – (Multiple choice question can be written out on a white board.) 

   For what would George’s mother be most remembered? 

      A. Having a mind of her own. 

      B. Her gingerbread. 

      C. Being the president’s mother. 

   

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Which of the following was true about Mary Washington? (Students anchor their answers in the text.) 

pretty         felt sorry for herself 

rich            needy 

poor           strange 

kind           fancy 

bossy         demanded that she have her own way 

whiny        never argued 

mean          lonely 

funny         sickly 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection:  (See note above.) 


