
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Divers’ Dream  Level:  M  ISBN:  0-478-12891-6  Publisher:  Pacific Learning 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

The book we’re going to be reading is called Divers’ Dream and it tells about the sinking of an old tugboat that 

is now a place for divers to explore.  What information do you already know about diving or tugboats or even 

boats that have sank?  The boat we’re going to be reading about is called the Taioma (tie-o-ma).  It’s a very old 

boat that has been around for a long time.  After it was no longer needed for its original purpose, pulling other 

boats, it was actually brought onto land and used as a museum!  Can you believe that, a boat on dry land, used 

as a museum!  This story tells us how this boat was once again returned to the water, sank on purpose, and is 

now serving its third purpose in its lifetime. (Prior to reading, discuss the table of contents and the topics that 

will be covered in the text.  It may be helpful to explain the bolded words in the text and how to use the 

glossary.) 

 

Day 1: Read through sections 1, 2, and 3.  Today we’re going to get the full history on this old tugboat.  We’re 

going to read about how Steve Weidmann had a new purpose for this old boat.  But seeing this old boat to its 

new home might not be so easy. 

 

Day 2:  So we know what Steve would like to do with the old tugboat.  What were the responses from people 

about sinking the old tugboat and making it a site for divers to explore?  Was this going to be an easy task to 

accomplish?  What were some of the obstacles making it difficult for Steve’s idea to come about?  As we read 

today, we’ll see how Steve’s idea came to pass and the journey it had to take along the way. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  

Day 1:p4 harbors, p5 businessman, p8 scuba diver, p9 Steve Weidmann, p10 letter to the editor, p12 marine life, 

marine biologists, p13 engineers, p14 portholes 

 

*New or important words (V): 

Day 2: p16 flatbed, concrete, p16 slipway, p27 welded 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): Day 2: time-line of event is established or recorded by Kelsey 

Carter.  Discuss this with students. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. (The pictures and diagrams in this text are 

especially helpful for the reader to better understand the immensity of this task.) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

OVER>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Day 1: 

-I see in the picture of the boat on page 4 that it had rubber tires tied to the sides of the boat.  Why do you think 

that would have been necessary?  The boat certainly didn’t have wheels. 

-Do you think Steve’s idea to sink the boat was a good one?  Why or why not?  Did everyone else think this was 

a good idea?  What evidence do we have in the text that helps us to know that? 

-What were the potential problems that Steve thought about?  How were those problems solved?  Why would 

marine life want to live on the tug?  How does in benefit the marine creatures?  Why was it going to be so 

difficult to move the tug? 

 

Day 2: 

-Let’s take another look at the diagram on pages 16-17.  How does this help us as readers?  What are we seeing 

on pages 20-21?  What can we conclude from looking at this map? (not an easy task, new roads had to be built 

just to get the boat to the water) 

-Kelsey Carter documented the moving of the tugboat.  When we look closely at this, what are some things that 

we can infer? (took 5 hours, all done at night, obstacles in the path that had to be adjusted, lots of people 

working together to make it happen, big deal for the community, expensive) 

-One page 27, it said that holes were cut in the side of the tug, blocked, and then unblocked later.  What was the 

purpose of cutting the holes?  Why did their need to be holes in the tugboat?  What can we infer about the 

sinking of other boats, then? 

-Once the old tugboat made it to the water, was that the end of it?  No, there was a lot more they had to do.   

-On page 28, we see a map of where they sank the boat.  Do you think it was important to sink the boat in a 

specific spot?  Why?   

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Day 1:  If you were to write a letter to the editor about Steve’s idea, what would you say? 

 

Day 2:  This is a true story about how something was reused for a different purpose.  Can you think of another 

way this tug could have been used?  OR Write about a time you reused something for a different purpose.   


