
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Buddy – The First Seeing Eye Dog Level.  M.  ISBN:  0-590-26585-7 Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        Two chapters a day                                                                                     Page 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Look at the cover, read the title.  What do you already know about seeing eye dogs? This is the true story of 

the first American Seeing Eye dog.  It chronicles the relationship between a German Shepherd and the blind 

man who trains her.  Throughout the story, the reader sees the relationship between the dog and the man 

develop, and how, with the dog’s help, the life of the blind man changes for the better. 

Ch. 1  Introduction to “Gala and Kiss”, and Dorothy Eustis.  She is the person who is going to train the dogs 

to help blind people. 

Ch. 2 Dog Guides   Dorothy learns about dogs helping blind people first hand.  She is amazed. 

Ch. 3 Something New @ Fortunate Fields   Kiss gets a special training and is a star pupil.  She meets her 

new owner all the way from America.  He changes her name to “Buddy”. 

 

 

 *New or important words (V)   Ch. 1 p. 4 Fortunate Fields, Swiss Alps 

                                                               Ch. 2. p. 8 faked, Germany, p. 10 carriage.      

                                                               Ch. 3 p. 12 commands 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

Good readers think about how the readers change throughout the story. 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are. 

Silently reading, you can start another group or. Conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After each chapter: discuss the main idea and supporting details.  Discuss how the characters are changing 

throughout the story.  Ask the students to make predictions about what they think might happen next. 

Describe how Buddy’s training works, and his owner’s.  How did Morris’s life change after he had Buddy? 

 
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

How would your life be different if you were blind?  Would you want and trust a dog guide? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
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Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        Two chapters a day                                                                                     Page 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Look at the cover, read the title.  What do students already know about seeing eye dogs. This is the true 

story of the forts American Seeing Eye dog.  It chronicles the relationship between a German Shepherd and the 

blind man who trains her.  Throughout the story, the reader sees the relationship between the dog and the man 

develop, and how, with the dog’s help, the life of the blind man changes for the better. 

 

Ch. 4 Lessons Morris must learn lessons just as Buddy does. 

Ch. 5 Buddy to the Rescue  Morris continues to learn with Buddy. He learns he must also pay attention to 

the signals Buddy gives him.  He must learn to trust her. 

Ch. 6  I’m Free   First trip alone into town. Now, Morris is ready to take Buddy back to Nashville, TN., his 

home in America.  He wants to start a new school to train dog guides. 

Ch. 7 Buddy’s Biggest Test  When Morris and Buddy arrive in America they were challenged by reporters 

to cross a busy street. Read to find out what happens. 

      Ch. 8 The Seeing Eye   Read about the success of the Seeing Eye School. 

      Ch. 9 Buddy the Pioneer  Buddy was the first of his kind – a true pioneer- to a new world for blind people.  

Read to learn about Morris and his new “Buddy’s”. 

 

 *New or important words (V)   Ch. 4 p. 16 harness, Ch. 5 p. 18 village, p.20 cable car, p. 23 Steep,   

Ch. 6 p.24 poultry, p. 27 Nashville, TN.  Ch. 7  p. 28 Atlantic Ocean,  p. 29 foreign, p. 38 photographers   

Ch. 8 insurance, Ch. 9 p. 45 flashbulbs, p. 46 companion, pioneer  

 

   Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

Good readers think about how the readers change throughout the story. 

Good readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After each chapter: discuss the main idea and supporting details.  Discuss how the characters are changing 

throughout the story.  Ask the students to make predictions about what they think might happen next. 

Describe how Buddy’s training works, and his owner’s.  How did Morris’s life change after he had Buddy? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

How would your life be different if you were blind?  Would you want and trust a dog guide? 

 


