
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: Bermuda Triangle                Level:  M                 ISBN:  978-078945415-7             Publisher:  DK Readers 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).        (4 days or more) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Look at the front cover, ask what the children already know about the Bermuda Triangle . 

Ch. 1. Legend of the Lost. Intro to the legend of the Bermuda Triangle….read together. Locate area on the 

globe. 

Ch. 2. The Ships Graveyard. Read about old tales that tell about missing ships and sailors. 

Ch. 3. The Missing. Read about the 1881 story of a ghost ship.  It was found by another ship…read to find 

out what then happens aboard that ship. 

Ch. 4. The Vanishing of Flight 19. Read about tale of 1945 navel aircraft disappearance. 

Ch. 5  The Fog. Tale of ship towing another ship…becoming stuck in thick yellow fog. 

Ch. 6. Collision Course. 1973. A sailboat encounters a mysterious craft beneath them…nearly 200 ft. long 

traveling at an incredible speed.  Read to find out what they thought it could be. 

Ch. 7 Out of the Blue 1986. Modern day account of plane trapped in the thick yellow fog. 

Ch. 8 A Natural Explanation 

Ch. 9 Out of This World. More explanations of strange happenings surrounding The Bermuda Triangle. 

 

 *New or important words (V) p. 5 compass, p. 6 Sargasso Sea, p. 9 schooner, salvage money, crow’s 

nest ; p.16 ensign,  P.17 instruments,  p. 25 tug,  p. 32 leisure, bow, p. 37 UFO,  p. 39 cockpit,  p.44 waterspouts 

p. 45 superstitious,  p. 47 Atlantis, submerged 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After each reading:  discuss… 

What were the similarities in each disappearance? 

What was the main idea and supporting details? 

Ask students what parts they believe or do not believe. 

How did the text features add interest and understanding to the story? 

Read each chapter at least twice.  Discuss the timeline in the book. 

Be sure and point out and use the glossary and index in the back of the book. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

What is your theory on the missing planes and ships?  Would you travel through the Bermuda Triangle? 

Read more accounts of missing or almost missing planes and ships. 

 


