
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  A New Coat for Anna            Level:  M                ISBN:   978-059041668-9            Publisher:  Scholastic 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Look at the cover, read the title. Invite students to share what they think the story might be about.  

Ask the children if they have any prior knowledge of World War II.  Ask if their grandparents or great-

grandparents have spoken of life during the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Provide basic background information about 

the war, such as that it lasted from 1939 to 1945 and that it was fought mostly in Europe and in some Pacific 

nations. 

To extend the real-world connection, explain that this story takes place in Europe after the war, when food, 

clothing and many other things were scarce.  Even people who had money had difficulty finding things they 

needed. 

In this story, based on true events, Anna’s mother finds another way to get her daughter a new coat when 

there is no money to buy one. 

Bring reader’s attention to pictures and context to assist in comprehension. 

 *New or important words (V) p. 10 card (the wool),  p. 13 lingonberries p.18 bolt (of fabric),  p. 24 

porcelain 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V).   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

Good readers make connections (text to self, text to text, text to world) 

Good readers think about (infer) the problem and solution in the story. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)  

Students silently read the text, you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

After reading, talk about the problems and solutions throughout the story. 

What connections can students make to the story? 

Talk about the author’s craft of showing passing of time. 

Talk about the process of how the coat is made. 

Why are all the people in the story willing to take items from Anna’s mother instead of money? 

What words would you use to describe each of the people in the story?  How are they like people you know? 

Could you have been as patient as Anna? 

How is the Christmas celebration in the story like one people might have today?  How is it different? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

Write/illustrate the process or steps in the making of Anna’s coat. 

Design your own coat. 


