Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Tornado Watch      Level: M       ISBN: 13-978-1-4189-3689-1      Publisher: Rigby DAY ONE

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Tell us what you know about tornados. This book is called “Tornado Watch.” We will learn all about tornados. Let’s turn to the table of contents to get an overview of what we will be reading about. What seems the most interesting to you? This book has several text features in that. Let’s flip through the book. What features do you see? It is very important that we use all these features to help us understand the text. There is a lot of information in this book. Today you will read pages 1-13. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) probability (6) fujita scale (12)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Look at all the text features and remind students to use them! 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers use charts to help them understand nonfiction text. Let’s look at the charts on pages 7-8. They show the probability of tornados happening. There is also an important chart on page 8. Let’s look at that. 


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned… 

What is a tornado? (p.3)

What regions are most likely to have tornados? (p.4)

When are tornados most likely to happen? (6) What time of day? (8)

How did the charts help you to figure this out? 

Let’s talk about a “turtle”…

Let’s discuss the fujita scale…


Assignment: Read pages 1-13. 

Title: Tornado Watch      Level: M       ISBN: 13-978-1-4189-3689-1      Publisher: Rigby DAY TWO

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review what we learned about yesterday. What do you remember? Yesterday we used the charts and graphs to help us. That is what good readers do when they read nonfiction. Today we are going to read about some of the strongest tornados in history! Let’s look on the map on page 15 to see where those tornados took place. You will also be learning about some of the strange things that tornados do! You will read about a special job called a “storm chaser” and how the National Weather Service reports tornados. Today you will finish the book. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) machinery (17) thermometer (19)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Look at all the text features and remind students to use them! 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

When authors write nonfiction there are things they really want people to learn and remember. These are called important ideas. Readers think about what is really important for them to learn from the book. Let’s read page 14 and think about the important idea. Then you will finish the book on your own. 


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what you learned… 

What were some the worst tornados? Why do you think one of them was called the “Tri-State tornado?” Let’s talk about some of the strange things tornados have done. I wonder if you would want to be a storm chaser.. Why or why not? 

After reading this book—let’s talk about the important ideas we can take away and remember! 


Assignment: Finish the book. 

