Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  The Littles
     Level: M
     ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapters 1 & 2

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today, we’ll begin reading a new book.  The title of the books is The Littles by John Peterson.  This story is about a family of little people who live between the walls of an old house.  The house is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Biggs.  The Biggs have no idea they have a family of little people living with them.  The Biggs have decided to go on a three month vacation.  While they are gone, they are going to rent their house to Mr. and Mrs. Newcomb.  The Newcombs are from the city.  The Littles are nervous about the Newcombs coming to live with them.  The Littles have no idea what to expect.   
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

When good readers start a new book, they make note of the setting, characters and the problem (if there is one).  As you start this story, pay close attention to these types of details.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· What is the setting of our story?

· Who are the main characters?

· Is there a problem?  If so, what is it?   What kinds of problems could a cat cause?
· What are you wondering at this point?
· What can you infer about Granny Little from reading page 14?   Use evidence from the text to support your conclusion.  

Writing Connection (optional):

Using complete sentences, describe the setting of the story using details from the text.
Title:  The Littles
     Level: M
     ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapters 3 & 4

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What happened in Chapters 1 and 2?
In today’s reading, (Chapters 3 & 4), you’ll meet the Newcombs.  They arrive at the house and are eager to get started.  Mr. Newcomb plans to paint pictures and Mrs. Newcomb plans to work on her writing.  They look forward to three months of focusing on these things instead of cooking and keeping up the house.  The Littles miss the Biggs because they are tired of eating the same thing every night for supper, hamburger.  Granny predicts that mice will be coming.   Read to find out more.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)      faucets, pg. 19     masterpieces, pg. 19   

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to make inferences when they read.  As you read the text, see if you can infer why Granny thinks mice will be coming to the house.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· What happened in Chapters 3 & 4?
· Why have the Newcombs’ come to the country for three months?  
· How do the Littles feel about the Newcombs at this point in the story?
· Why do you think Granny predicts mice will be coming to the house?

Writing Connection (optional):

Why do you think Granny predicts mice will be coming to the house?
Title:  The Littles
     Level: M
     ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapter 5

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What happened in Chapters 3 & 4?
In today’s reading, the Littles enjoy listening to Mrs. Newcomb read her stories at night.  They also realize that Granny was right…mice have come to live in the house.  They are worried what the mice might do, so they get their weapons out of storage.   
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)      quiver, pg. 29

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to visualize the text as they read.  They pay attention to details in the text and try to see the text with their mind’s eye.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· What happened in today’s reading?
· What were you able to visualize with your mind’s eye as you were reading?     
· What are you wondering at this point in the story?
· Do you have any connections to the story?

Writing Connection (optional):
Describe something you were able to visualize as you were reading.  Try to be descriptive with your words.   
Title:  The Littles

Level: M
ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapter 6

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What happened in yesterday’s reading?  (Chapter 5) 

Have any of you ever had to do something really brave?  Well, today in our story something scary happens to Tom and his father. They have to be extremely brave during a dangerous situation.  As you read the text, try to visualize the story in your mind.  Try to see the events play out as if you’re watching the story on TV.  Read the text closely for details to help you visualize what’s happening.  Afterwards, be prepared to share what you saw with your mind’s eye.           

Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V)       gnawed, pg. 36       snarling, pg. 38

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to visualize the text as they read.  They pay attention to details in the text and try to see the text with their mind’s eye.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story

· What happened in today’s reading? 

· What did Tom forget?  (His father’s instructions about not shooting the mouse unless it attacked.)  Why do you think Tom forgot?  Why do you think Tom’s father told him not to shoot unless the mouse attacked?  

· What were you able to visualize as you read the text?

· Page 37 says, “Its eyes were like black mirrors, shining back the light of the match.”  What do you visualize when you read that?    

· How does visualizing the story help readers?  (answer:  It helps readers better understand/comprehend the story.) 

· What are you wondering at this point of the story?  


Writing Connection (optional):   

Draw a quick sketch of something you visualized while reading.  

Title:  The Littles

Level: M
ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapter 7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Teacher Note:  Chapter 7 is a bit lengthy.  You might want to cut this chapter into two days, depending on the students in your group.  If you decide to read the whole chapter in one sitting, be brief with the book introduction, so students can begin reading right away. 

What happened in yesterday’s reading?  (Chapter 6) 

In today’s reading, Uncle Pete and Lucy have a run in with a couple of mice.  The Littles are at their wits end with the mice!  Tom comes up with a plan on how he can help the Newcombs’ realize they have mice in their house.  Read to find out what Tom does to bring the mice to the Newcombs’ attention.  As you read the text, pay attention to the details to help you visualize what’s happening.  Afterwards, be prepared to share what you saw with your mind’s eye.           

Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V)     torches, pg. 40     high-spirited, pg. 45


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to visualize the text as they read.  They pay attention to details in the text and try to see the text with their mind’s eye.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story

· What happened in today’s reading? 
· What were you able to visualize as you read the text?  (Explain your sketch, if you have one.)

· Find a spot in the story you were able to visualize well.  Read a couple lines of the text to the group and then describe your visualization.

· How would you describe Tom’s actions in this chapter?  Find evidence in the text to support your thinking.   
· What connections, if any, do you have with the text? 


Writing Connection (optional):   

Draw a quick sketch of something you visualized while reading.  

Title:  The Littles
Level: M
ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapters 8 & 9

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What happened in yesterday’s reading? (Chapter 7)  

In today’s reading, Uncle Pete and Tom decide to check out the mouse traps being set in the kitchen by the Newcombs.  Mr. Little fears they’ve been gone too long, so he heads out to find them by himself.  As he’s looking for Uncle Pete and Tom, he finds it peculiar that there are no mice traps, no mice, and no Uncle Pete and Tom.  He then finds Uncle Pete’s sword, and this concerns him, because he knows Uncle Pete would never be without his sword.   Feeling badly she didn’t go with her father, Lucy decides to go and find her father.  When she catches up with him, she sees a cat ready to pounce.  Lucy runs to her father’s rescue.  Read to find out what happens next.  

Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V)       ostrich, pg. 54    
jabbed, pg. 61

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to make inferences as they read.  When you’re reading today, look for spots in the story where you can come to conclusions based on evidence in the text.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story

· What happened in today’s reading? 

· When you read that Mr. Little couldn’t find Uncle Pete, Tom, mice, or any mice traps what were you inferring?

· How do you think Lucy handled the situation with the cat?  Would you have done the same?  Why or why not?

· How would you describe Lucy Little?

· Do you have any connections to what has happened in the story?  If so, what?

Writing Connection (optional):   

How would you describe Lucy Little?  

Title:  The Littles
   Level: M
     ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapter 10 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Teacher Note: Chapter 10 is lengthy.  Depending on the grade level of your students, you may want to break this chapter into two days.   

What happened in yesterday’s reading? (Chapters 8 & 9)   

In today’s reading, the Littles come up with a plan to try and get rid of the cat.  They think if they can get the cat into trouble, the Newcombs will want to get rid of it.  The plan doesn’t work.  Mrs. Newcomb really likes the cat and she fears the mice will come back if they get rid of it.  Tom has another idea.  He thinks they should try to tame the cat.  Uncle Peter is against this idea and thinks it’s too dangerous.  Read to find out more.    

Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V)       racket, pg. 66   
Egyptians, pg. 69    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to make inferences as they read.  When you’re reading today, look for spots in the story where you can come to conclusions based on evidence in the text.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story

· What happened in today’s reading? 

· What does it mean to be “mad as a wet hen”?

· What does it mean to be “soft in the head”?

· Why does Tom think the cat can be tamed?  Does his logic make sense?  Why or why not? 

· Why does Uncle Peter think the cat can’t be tamed?  Does his logic make sense?  Why or why not? 

· Who do you agree with…Tom or Uncle Peter?  Why?

· Predict what you will think will happen when the Littles try to play with the cat using yarn?


Writing Connection (optional):   

 Explain why you think Tom’s idea of taming the cat is a good idea or a bad idea.   

Title:  The Littles
Level: M
ISBN:  0-590-46225-3       Publisher:  Scholastic      Chapter 11 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What happened in yesterday’s reading? (Chapter 10)   

In today’s reading, the Littles try to tame the cat using a ball of yarn.  Read to find out what happens.

Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V)         crouch, pg. 77        fond, pg. 79

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers are able to make inferences as they read.  When you’re reading today, look for spots in the story where you can come to conclusions based on evidence in the text.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story

· What happened in today’s reading?   

· What could you infer (page 78), when the cat’s tail stopped twitching and she cocked her head to look at Tom? 

· Why do you think the cat change its mind about attacking the Littles?

· How would you describe Tom’s actions in Chapter 11?    Foolish or Brave?   Why? 

· How do you think Tom will change Mr. Biggs’ mind about getting rid of the cat in the next book?  

Writing Connection (optional):   

   What do you rate this book on a scale of 1 to 10?    Why?  

