Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  The Knight at Dawn by Mary Pope Osborne  
Chapters 1 & 2


Day 1

Level:  M           ISBN: 0-590-62351-6                    Publisher:  Scholastic

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is the second book in the series of Magic Tree House.  Jack is still thinking about their adventure and being taken by the tree house back to the time of dinosaurs.  He is still trying to figure out how they really go there and also the mystery of the medallion with the M.  He and Annie decide to figure out more about the mysteries and look for the tree house in the middle of the night while their parents are asleep.  This time they find a book about knight and castles.  What do you think will happen?
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   mysterious (p. 7), Pennsylvania (p. 11)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Read the lead in page together at the beginning of the book—SPLASH!  Explain how the author is trying to pique their interest to read the entire book.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers predict what might happen next in the story.  As you read, try to predict what will happen next.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Let’s talk about the story…
We know that they found a medallion in the last story—Dinosaurs Before Dark.  I am wondering if we know more about the medallion.

Tell us about Jack and Annie returning to the tree house.

How did Jack and Annie move from the present to the past?

Help us understand what is happening in chapter two.

Let’s talk about where they are and what you might expect to see.

What do you think will happen next?


Assignment:  Write your prediction of what will happen in the next two chapters.
Title:  The Knight at Dawn by Mary Pope Osborne  
Chapters 3 & 4


Day 2
Level:  M          ISBN: 0-590-62351-6                    Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapters one and two we learn that Jack and Annie have revisited the tree house.  This time they wished to go to the land of knights and castles.  The tree house began to spin, the leaves shook, and the tree house was transported to the past again.  They now will explore the castle.  Jack needs to use his book as a reference to figure out what they observe around the castle.  As you read make sure you pay close attention to the details from Jack’s reference book.  What do you think they might see?  What might happen?
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   peering (p. 19), cobblestones (p. 25)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers predict what might happen next in the story.  As you read today think about what might happen next.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Let’s talk about the chapters…

Help us understand what you learned about the knight…about the drawbridge…the hawk house…about fanfares (you can look back at the text in chapter 3 for each excerpt).

I am wondering why Jack said, “I’m going to kill her” at the beginning of chapter 4.  

Help us understand what you learned about Annie at the end of chapter three and the beginning of chapter 4.

What are you wondering about Annie?

Describe the scene at the feast.  

What happens as they observe the feast?

I am wondering what will happen next.  What are you predicting?


Assignment:  Write your prediction of what will happen in the next two chapters.

Title:  The Knight at Dawn by Mary Pope Osborne  
Chapters 5 & 6


Day 3
Level:  M          ISBN: 0-590-62351-6                    Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In the last two chapters, Annie and Jack left the tree house and were peeking in on a feast in the castle.  As they were watching the feast a man carrying food into the celebration discovered them.  The title of chapter 5 is trapped.  What can you infer from the title?  Do you think they will get away?  How will that happen?  Read and find out what happens to Jack and Annie when they are found hiding in the castle.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   torch (p. 35), mustache (p. 36)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about (infer) the problem and the solution in the story.  As you read, think about Jack and Annie’s problem and what they used to solve the problem.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Let’s talk about the two chapters…

Help us understand more about where Jack and Annie were hiding in the castle.

Tell about what Jack and Annie did as they hid in the armory.
Help us understand about when they were discovered and why the guards looked in the armory.

Tell us more about the dungeon.
Help us understand about Annie’s “magic wand.”  

Why was the flashlight so special?  How did the flashlight help them?

I am wondering what the knights were thinking about the flashlight?


Assignment:  Pretend you are a guard that is seeing a flashlight for the first time.  Write about why that flashlight would have been so amazing and what you think it could be.  (Remember there are no flashlights during this time in history—they have not been invented yet.)
Title:  The Knight at Dawn by Mary Pope Osborne  
Chapters 7 & 8


Day 4
Level:  M          ISBN: 0-590-62351-6                    Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Jack and Annie have been discovered and they are hiding in the castle.  The guards are looking for them and Annie uses her “magic wand” to frighten them.  Chapter 7 is titled “The Secret Passage.”  Let’s read these two chapters and find out about the secret passage and if Jack and Annie can get away from the castle guards.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   precipice (p. 44), coughed, flailed (p. 50)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers think about (infer) the problem and solution in the story.  As you read think about the problems that Jack and Annie have and infer how they are going to solve those problems.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Let’s talk about the two chapters…

I am wondering about Jack’s reference book and how it helped them.

Help us understand about the secret passage.

Talk about the end of the secret passageway and what happens.
Describe the moat and their problems now.  

Talk about the ending of the chapter.  What do you know?
What are you wondering?
What do you predict will happen next?


Assignment:  Write about your predictions about the knight and what he may do with Jack and Annie.
Title:  The Knight at Dawn by Mary Pope Osborne  
Chapters 9 & 10


Day 5
Level:  M           ISBN: 0-590-62351-6                    Publisher:  Scholastic


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In chapters 7 and 8, Jack and Annie find a secret passage out of the castle, but end up falling into the moat.  Jack thinks he hears alligators in the water, but hopes it is actually Annie.  They both swim to the edge of the moat and climb out in the grass.  As they were now trapped in the cold darkness, the clouds parted and they saw a knight in full armor come up to them.  What would he do?  Was he there to help or hurt them?  Will they ever find more out about the medallion?  Read to find out!
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   cantered (p. 57)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about (infer) the problem and solution.  As you read think about what might happen to Jack and Annie.  Is the knight going to be a friend or foe?  Will the mysteries be solved?

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Talk about the knight.
What were you wondering as you read chapter 7?

Talk about the tree house.

Talk about chapter 8 and the meaning of the title—“One Mystery Solved.”  
What did they discover? (Refer to the text that talks about that)

What are you wondering as you finish the book?
What do you think Jack and Annie may do next?
Is this story real or imaginary?


Assignment:  Write about the medallion and the book mark.  Who do you think it belongs to and will the mystery ever be completely solved?
