Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: The First Builders
Level: M 
ISBN: 978-1-59055-192-3
Publisher:  Pacific Learning


   Day 1: Ch. 1-3 (p. 3-14)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Animals were the first builders.  They built nests, tunnels, dams, and towers long before the first people were around.  This book explores how and why animals build different structures and what people have learned about building from animals.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  complex (p. 5)  entrance (p. 6)  foundations (p. 10)  termites (p. 13)  

conditioning (p. 13)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers summarize information that they have read.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Why do animals build shelters?
Tell me about how a beehive is similar to a house.

What does your house protect you from?

Tell me about some different types of animal homes, and how this particular type of home is helpful to that animal.


Writing Connection (optional):

What have people learned about building things from animals?
Title: The First Builders
Level: M 
ISBN: 978-1-59055-192-3
Publisher:  Pacific Learning


     Day 2: Ch. 4-6 (p. 15-30)


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review Ch. 1-3 from previous day.  Today, we are going to read about tunnels, dams, and different materials that both animals and humans can use to build homes.   
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  reservoir (p.21)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers summarize information that they have read.  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Discuss how both humans and animals use tunnels and dams.  How are these uses similar?  How are they different?  
Tell me about different building materials that humans use to build homes.  Do any animals use these same materials?  
What are some materials that animals use to build homes that humans do not use?


Writing Connection (optional):

Fill in the table about dams, tunnels, and towers.  
