Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  The Family Tree   by Julie Ellis     Level:  M/28       ISBN:  0 7578 1192 2       Publisher:  Rigby PM Plus

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Nathan and Tess are helping their grandmother move into a new house.  Grandmother is not happy about moving into the small house because there is not enough room for her things.  As the children are helping move boxes, they discover a box of photos.  They want to take it home to look at them more closely because they found a photo of their father.  Nathan and Tess come up with a great idea as they are looking over all the photographs.  As you read the story, figure out their great idea.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   cupboard (p. 6), portrait (p. 10)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about (infer) the problem and the solution in the story.  What is the problem and the solution in this story?

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Talk about the story…
Why do you think the grandmother is moving into a smaller home?  How does she feel about it?
What is the problem in the story?

Did Nathan and Tess help with a solution?  What was it?

How did they help to solve the problem?

What problem did Nathan have while using the computer?  Was there a solution?
How does the grandmother feel at the end of the story?


Assignment:  What could you do to help a grandparent solve a problem?  Write about your plan.
