Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Sunken Treasure
Level:  M
     ISBN:  978-1-4207-3365-5

  Publisher: Sundance

TWO DAYS
Teaching Point: Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Day 1 (pages 2-9)  We’re going to be reading a book about sunken treasure.  What does that mean, “sunken treasure?”  How do you think that treasure came to be at the bottom of the ocean?  What does “treasure” mean?  Do you think treasure always means gold or money?  Could treasure be used to describe something else?  Do you think most of these sunken ships sank recently or a long time ago?  What makes you think that?  We’re going to discover the answers to many of those questions as we read.  Let’s take a look at our table of contents and see exactly what we’re going to be reading about.  (Depending on students’ familiarity with text features, you may also want to have students take a look the parts of the book and explain how those text features can help us understand what we’re reading).  Today, we’re going to read the first two sections.  Using the table of contents, tell me what two sections we’re going to read today.  As you read today, be thinking about how the pictures and maps help you to understand what you’re reading.

Day 2 (pages 10-22):  What did we read about yesterday?  (Use comprehension questions from previous day to help students recall information).  We’re going to finish reading the text today.  Using the table of contents, what will we be reading about today?  So to summarize, today we’re going to read about how they locate the shipwrecks, what they do when they find a shipwreck, how items are brought to the surface, and what happens after that.  Let’s take a look at the text features from our reading section today and see how those will help us as we read.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V): p4 freight, valuable, p7 investigate, p8 routes



Day 2: p12 device, sonar, p14 magnetometer, p16 expensive, p18 artifacts
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

· Discussion Questions
Day 1:

-Some of the questions I asked you when we introduced the book were discussed in the text.  Let’s revisit some of those questions.  Did the ships discussed in this book sink recently or a long time ago?  How do you know?  Do you think it is more likely or less likely for ships to sink now?  What makes you think that?  Aside from the fact that modern boats are made of more sturdy materials, what are other reasons why we don’t have as many ships sinking today? (modern technology, better weather forecasting, better communication, alternative means of shipping materials (airplanes)) Is treasure only gold or money?  What makes you say that?

-The books listed some specific things that could have caused a ship to sink.  What are some of those causes?  Support your answer with evidence from the text.  (page 6)

-Why is it important for treasure hunters to know where the major trade routes were?

Day #2:

-Describe the process treasure hunters go through to find treasure.  What do they do first, next, after that?

-What would be the advantages and disadvantages of using robots to bring treasure to the surface?

-Have you heard that phrase, “finders keepers?”  What does that mean?  Is that always the case with treasure? ---Under what circumstances might the finder of the treasure not be the keeper of the treasure?  What are some things the book told us has happened to treasure that has been found in the past? (kept by person, put in a museum, returned to the state/country)

Writing Connection:
Day #1:  Write a sentence about whether or not you think you would like to be a treasure hunter.  Explain your thinking.

Day #2:  We have some new information about what is involved in the process of treasure hunting.  Some of this information likely supported you thoughts about being a treasure hunter from yesterday or made you think, oh this is not something I would enjoy.  Write about whether or not you’d like to be a treasure hunter.  Support you thinking with information from what we read about today.
