Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Growing up Abenaki   Level:  M   
ISBN:  978-1-4189-3688-4  

Publisher:  Rigby












Day 1 (pages 2-13)


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is a book about a boy growing up who learns about the Abenaki Indians from his grandpa.  He doesn’t realize until much later in life that he is one of them.  The book is a personal narrative, which means it is a true story the author tells or writes about himself.  Because it is written in first person, the author refers to himself using the pronoun “I”. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) 
naturalist-10 (a person who studies living things) 
reservation-12 (land set aside by the government for use by Native Americans)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) fun facts, maps, photographs within illustrated pages.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about the lesson the author may be trying to teach them.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did grandpa teach Joseph about nature?

(Joseph’s grandfather taught him a lot about the animals and plants in the forest around his house.)  
How do you think this influenced Joseph to study nature? 
What happened in 4th grade that sparked an interest in Joseph wanting to become a storyteller? 

Why did his grandfather tell Joseph that he was French instead of Abenaki?

How did Joseph learn his grandfather was an Abenaki Indian?

Writing Connection (optional):  Write about what grandpa taught Joseph about nature.  
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Day 2 (pages 14-24)


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What did we learn yesterday about our reading?
Today, we’ll read how Joseph began to study and research the Abenaki history.  Joseph grows up to be a storyteller of Native American stories.  He passes this love of storytelling on to his sons.     
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)     culture, pg. 18     language, pg. 18   Corn Maiden, pg. 22   

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) fun facts, maps, photographs within illustrated pages.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers think about the lesson the author may be trying to teach them.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did Joseph learn about the Abenaki Indians in his research?

Why did the Abenaki Indians need to have secret ceremonies?

What is The Story of the Corn Maiden? 
What do Native American stories explain?
Explain how Native Americans celebrate their culture at festivals.
How has Joseph passed his family’s traditions and culture onto his own sons?


Writing Connection (optional):  Explain how Native Americans celebrate their culture at festivals.
