Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Farming by Gail Gibbons         Level:  M/28       ISBN:  0-7362-1900-5       Publisher:  Hampton-Brown

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This book is a non-fiction text that will tell you general things about farming and farm life.  As you read, find out what farms are like and what kinds of things happen on a farm.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   specialized (p. 30)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   Gail Gibbons is the author and illustrator.  Please note that it is written in a different format.  It is not paragraph form, but the text is scattered across the pages beside the picture that is being described.  The book is divided into seasons on the farm.  And then it talks about specialized farming.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.  As you read pay attention to the pictures and the text beside each picture to gain a better understanding of farms.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

What is the author trying to teach you?  What is the important idea of the text?

Talk about the seasons on a farm…
What happens in the spring?  …summer?  …fall?  …winter?

Talk about the different jobs and responsibilities on the farm…

Tell about the different kinds of farms…  Why is farming “specialized?”
Why is farming important to us?

Talk about connections you can make to this book…


Assignment:  Write about farms or farming that you know about.  Tell about a farm you have visited or seen.  If you have not visited a farm, then imagine what a farm would be like if you lived there and what you would have to do on the farm.
