Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs Level M: ISBN: 0-590-30384-8 Publisher: Macmillan Publishing Company

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is a fiction story about the town of Chewandswallow.  In this story we will be imaginatively transported to a land where the weather will prove to be very strange but perhaps somewhat practical.  As you read, you’ll find the pictures to be particularly helpful when trying to mentally picture the odd weather patterns of Chewandswallow.  You will also find that deciding what’s for dinner isn’t a problem for this mysterious town.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) Uneventfully (p. 3)    Assorted (p.6)   Frankfurters (p.13) Sanitation 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Paragraphs are located in various spots on each page and are accented with red or yellow boxes.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

The teaching point used for this lesson is summarizing.  Students will summarize what the story was about, focusing on the particular order that food fell on Chewandswallow.  Students should be able to recall character names in their summary.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

As a class do you think it would be nice to live in Chewandswallow?  What would be some benefits and what would be some problems?
Can anyone recall the food that was dropped on the town… can anyone tell me the order of the food.
Who were the main characters?


Writing Connection (optional):  What would be one food item that you would like to see fall from the sky and why?
