Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Awesome Octopuses   Level:  M         ISBN: 978-0-7608-9339-5    Publisher:  Sundance

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever seen a live octopus?  When, where?  What do you know about octopuses?
Today we will read from the genre of informational text.  This is a science book that will help us learn about the octopus.
Take a look at the glossary and index on p. 32.  (Discuss the information found in these 2 places and I how it can help the reader understand new concepts.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  p. 8 cling, p. 12 harmless, p. 15 mimic=copy, shy, drift, p. 20 special, pouch, siphon, p. 23 grain of rice
Make a list of synonyms for smart-clever-brainy etc.




          small-tiny-teeny-miniature




          pale-dull- light colored




*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

We read nonfiction to learn about a topic.  We will put the pieces of learning and what we know together to see the octopus in a new way. (synthesizing)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

This book is divided into sections for a reason.  Let’s take a look at each section and talk about any new information.  Talk about each heading and the information on the page.  How are they connected?  How does the heading help the reader?
p. 7  Where does the octopus live?  What does it eat?

p. 8  Let’s use the text and photo to describe the octopus.

p. 11  What do we know about different kinds of octopuses?  (talk about the inset on p. 10)

p. 12  Is the octopus a dangerous animal?

p. 15  Why is the octopus considered a smart animal?

p. 16  What did you learn about the octopus and its home?

p. 19  Use the big and bold colored words to prompt discussion about food for an octopus.

p. 20  Use your hands to show how an octopus swims.  (compare this to letting air out of a balloon and the balloon flies through the air)

p. 22  Reread this page and help kids realize how many eggs there are, but how few will produce an octopus.

p. 24  Talk to me about ways the octopus can protect itself.  (camouflage, ink- reread p. 28 and make sure students understand the complicated way an octopus can use the ink)
p. 27-29  Stop and visualize they different ways an octopus can change its appearance.  (Imagine what it would be like if humans could do this.)

p. 31  Why do you think the author ends by calling the octopus fascinating?  How do you think the author wants us to view octopuses?

Writing Connection (optional):

Let’s work together today to make a list of fascinating facts about the octopus.  (You write on the whiteboard and kids will write in their journals.)  Encourage kids to flip back through the book to remind them about new things learned today.
Circle the facts that you thought were the most interesting.

When you take your journal home later in the year, you can do your own research and add to your facts about the octopus.  You can share what you learned with your family too!

