Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  A Home for Star and Patches
        
Author:  Jenny Giles
       Level:  28/M          

ISBN:  0-7578-1191-4
            
Publisher:  Rigby

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Clare and Abby have been riding horses together for a long time.  They learned how to ride at a riding school.  One day, when Clare and Abby are at the riding school, the owners tell them that they have sold the riding school.  Clare and Abby like to ride their favorite horses, Star and Patches.  They overhear the new owners saying that Star and Patches are too old to be on the farm, and when they take over, they will get rid of those two ponies.  How do you think this makes Clare and Abby feel?  What can they do to stop the new owners from selling Star and Patches?
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  paddock (p. 5)—area where the jumps are located,  

approached (p. 8)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

**Readers think about (infer) the problem and the solution in the story.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

What were Clare and Abby worried about in the beginning of the story?  
Why were they worried about Star and Patches?

What was the problem in the story?
Clare and Abby had their own solution to this problem, what was it?

Did they think this could really work?  Why or why not?

How was the problem solved?

Writing:

Write a different ending for the story.  What would have happened if the girls’ parents hadn’t bought the ponies for them?  Come up with a different solution for their problem.
