Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  Billie the Hippo


Level:  L 



 Day 1: Ch. 1 & 2
ISBN: 
978-0-478-12884-3


Author:  Donna Malane

 Publisher:  Learning Media

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  because






-eigh (talk about the sound these letters make 
2.  mouth






together.  Create words:  eight, weigh, neigh, 
3.  mostly






neighbor
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

Billie is a hippopotamus that lives in an animal orphanage.  The woman who takes care of Billie at the orphanage is Sheila.  Sheila has been taking care of Billie for so long, that Billie thinks Sheila is her mother.  We are going to read about Billie, and what her life has been like at the orphanage.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary

barrel p. 7, Kafue River Zambia, Africa p. 10, nostrils, muzzle p. 11, graze p. 13
· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Return to Teaching Point

What did you learn from the text features in Chapters 1 and 2?  How did this help you understand more about Billie?
· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Discuss the story

What does Billie’s skin look like?  How do you think it feels?
How fast can Billie run? What did the author compare that to?

How much does Billie weigh?  Talk about what this is the same as (cats, horses—text feature)

Why does Billie need to stay in the water?  How does this help her?

What allows Billie to stay underwater for so long?

How much food does Billie eat in one day?  What did the author compare this to?

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Write an interesting fact that you learned about Billie.  

Title:  Billie the Hippo


Level:  L 



 Day 2: Ch. 3-6

ISBN: 
978-0-478-12884-3


Author:  Donna Malane

 Publisher:  Learning Media

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  found






ought (talk about sounds these letters make 

2.  would






together).  Create words: bought-brought-thought

3.  whenever

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

What did we learn about Billie yesterday?  Today we’re going to learn how it is that Billie came to live in an orphanage, and what kinds of things she does with Sheila. 
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary

orphanage p. 14, Chimfunshi p. 14, chimpanzees p. 15, local p. 16
· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)

Readers think about the characters as they read.  


During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Return to Teaching Point

How do you think Billie and Sheila feel about each other?  
· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Discuss the story

How did Billie end up in an orphanage?
What kinds of things did Billie do with Sheila?

As Billie has gotten older, how are things changing for her and Sheila?

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Think about Billie and Sheila’s relationship.  How do they feel about each other?  What do you think will happen if Billie has a baby?  What if Billie wanders off, and never returns…how do you think Sheila will feel?  How do you think Billie will feel?  


