Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title: Animal Champions  by: Keith Pigdon     Level:   L   ISBN:  978-1-74320-084-1      Publisher: Okapi Publishing

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)       

1.  there
4.  yards





run – running

lift - lifting
2.  else

5.  miles





jump - jumping
swim - swimming
3.  good
6.  when







Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)  

This book compares animal and human champions.  Is the best runner, the best jumper, and the best swimmer in the world an Olympic champion or an animal?  Do you know of any animals that can run, jump and swim very well?  What animal do you think is a fast runner?  What animal do you think is a strong swimmer?  Which animal do you think can jump very well? Let’s read to find out more about animal champions. Turn to page 4.  This is the introduction page.  Look at the photographs.  What do you predict these animals are very good at?
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  Start by reading the words in the glossary.  Then:  human (pg. 4)    distance (pg. 6)  nostrils (pg. 6)  pronghorn antelope (pg. 8)  Australia (pg. 10)  barriers (pg. 14)  
impala (pg. 14)  rhinoceros (pg. 16)  
· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)

      Good readers think about what lesson the author may be trying to teach them.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)        
· Discuss the story

Can you tell me about the main idea of the book?  
Tell me the important ideas in the book.  
Non-fiction text features to notice and discuss: table of contents, headings, glossary, and the Olympic fact box.

Why can cheetahs sprint so fast?  Why do cheetahs need to be fast runners?

Would there be something that humans would beat animals at?  What might it be?

Refer to pages 22-23.  This chart summarizes the information in the book.  How high can a cat flea jump?

How much faster is the pronghorn antelope than the Olympic champion? 

The author used a lot of action words.  Can you show me a few?

Did you notice any comparative language?  (deepest, more than, higher)

What would the author have needed to know to write this book?

What did you learn from this text that you didn’t already know?

· Return to Teaching Point:  What lesson was the author trying to teach you?

· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

      Good readers have questions about what they are reading.  What are you wondering about?

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)    Discuss with the students what they learned about animal champions.  Write at least three sentences about a different animal, not in the book, and the amazing champion skill it uses to survive.

