
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:Making a Weather Station (day 1) Level:  L  ISBN: 978-1-61672-613-3   Publisher: Benchmark Education   

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1.  watch   4. today    sc- scent, scene, science, scientist 

2. across  5. know      

3. great  6. outside    compound words: baseball, raincoat, homemade 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

o This book is called Making a Weather Station. By looking at the cover, do you think it is fiction or 

non-fiction? Right it is a non-fiction book, and it will give us information about different types of 

weather and how to figure it out.  

o What are some of the different types of weather that we have? Do we have all of these in the same 

season? What about weather types that other places in the country or world have that we don’t?  

o How can we find out what the weather will be for the day or the week? How do you think the 

people on TV, radio, or internet know what the weather will be? They have a weather station with 

tools to help them.  

o This book will talk about some of the tools used when figuring out the weather and how we can 

make our own tools. Let’s read pages 2-7 to find out what these tools are.  

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary 

Information (pg 4), thermometer (pg 5) temperature (pg 5) gague (page 5) 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.  

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

o On pages 2 and 3 the book talks about why it is important to know what the weather will be. What 

were some of the reasons the book gave us? Look at the orange box on page 3. It is titled Think it 

Over. Why do you think it is titled that? The author wrote this box to give us more information to 

think about. Sometimes in nonfiction books the authors give text boxes like this to help us 

understand more of what the book is about. Can you think of any more people that need to know 

for their job other than the pilot and the farmer?  

o Where did the book tell us we could look for information about the weather?  

o On page 4, it talked about using our senses to figure out the weather. How might we use our senses 

outside to talk about the weather? What are some things that we might hear, see, smell, taste, or 

touch?  

o What tools do scientists use to measure the weather? How do they work? The book also said that 

scientists have tools at weather stations. Do you think the author meant tools like hammers and 

screwdrivers? What kind of tools do you think they might have at the weather station? 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Why do we need to know what the weather will be for the day or week?  



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

Title:Making a Weather Station (day 2) Level:  L  ISBN: 978-1-61672-613-3   Publisher: Benchmark Education   

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. place  4. through    compound words: sunlight, rainfall, flowerpot 

2. today  5. things    ed ending: marked (t sound) filled, learned  

3. there  6. because    (d sound) collected (ed) sound 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

o Yesterday we read about why people need to know the weather and some of the tools we could use. 

What do you remember about the tools? (thermometer, temperature, rain gauge, weather vane) 

o Today you will learn more about what each tool does. You will also learn how to make your own, 

so that you can also determine the weather.  

o Today as you read, I want you to notice the page headings. These headings are there to tell us what 

each section will be about. On page 8 you will notice it says, “How Can You Measure the 

Temperature?” This tells us that this section will all be about temperature.  

o Let’s read to find out how we can make our own tools. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary 

Fahrenheit (pg 9) Celsius (pg 9) liquid (pg 9) determine (pg 10) gauge (pg 12) 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.  

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

o On page 8, we see another Think it Over box. Look at the question at the bottom of the box. Can 

you predict the season?  

o On page 9, we see a whole green page with blue text. Why do you think the author wrote the page 

like this? It is extra information that is about the thermometer, but it is not about how to make one. 

I think the author wanted this information to stand out from the rest of that section.  

o On page 14, we have directions for how to make a weather vane. I want you to notice blue words 

under each item that we need. This is the name of what the picture shows. That is called a caption. 

We also have step-by-step directions for how to make the weather vane. Do you think they would 

be easy to follow? Why/why not? 

o On page 20, we see a weather chart. Why is important to chart our information?  

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Why are these tools important to figure out the weather? 

Or 

Would you make these homemade tools? Why/why not? 


