Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  Amazing Gardens     Level:  K   ISBN:  978-1-74234-604-5   Publisher: Okapi
Teaching Point:  Readers can identify the main idea and supporting details in a story.

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  
where






2.
only






edge- ledge, wedge, hedge     hedge = bush
3.  
find










synonyms
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)  
Keep the book out of view.

What do you know about gardens?  Describe what you visualize when you think about a garden.  
Today we’ll read a book about gardens and at first I didn’t know if it would be very interesting because it’s about gardens and I already know a lot about gardens.  Then when I examined the book I got pretty excited about reading it!  It’s called Amazing Gardens.  What does amazing mean?  
Show the cover of the book and talk about the title, author and photo.

Pass out books and look at the Contents page.  Read the name of each section.  Allow time to talk with a partner making predictions and visualizing what these uncommon gardens might be like.

Do a picture walk and generate interest in these amazing gardens.  Read each heading and notice how many pages talk about the heading.

On p. 4  include shrubs and herbs in your discussion.

On p. 6 include Aztec and Mexico in your conversation about floating vegetable gardens.

On p. 8-11 discuss the aerial photos to give the reader a full view of the pathways and the planning and hard work that go into making maze gardens.
On p. 12-13 include the word plaster in your talk.  Notice the empty seats on p. 12 so kids can sit with the characters from Alice in Wonderland.

On p. 14-16 include how damp soil is packed around a frame to make the shape the gardener intended.

On p. 18 use the terms carefully controlled temperature with the correct amount of moisture, or mist in the air for these specific plants and butterflies to survive.

On p. 20-24  relate the word vertical to a math term that kids should be familiar with.

It’s obvious that the author wants us to understand that there are many different types of gardens.  Let’s read to find out their purpose and other supporting details.

· Difficult Words/Vocabulary  (covered during intro.)
· Intentional Teaching Point:  (refer to flip chart)
Readers can identify the main idea and supporting details in a story.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding and provide specific feedback. 

After Reading: (5-7 min.)
· Return to Teaching Point
Identify the topic that surrounds every detail in this book.  Amazing Gardens
Explain the reasons the author provided that tell us why these gardens are special or useful.


For food, people to enjoy, make places attractive, to attract animals

· Discussion Questions

How did the photos help you understand the different types of gardens?   Explain how the headings helped you as a reader.

Which garden did you find to be especially interesting?  Talk to your neighbor about the details that make this garden unique.

Use the section called Maze Gardens.  Explain what the goal is in the maze garden.

Reread p. 18-19 and notice the author’s great descriptions of the butterfly gardens.  Talk to your neighbor and share 3 details about butterfly gardens.  
Have you ever had to opportunity to see, or enjoy one of these gardens?
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Choose 2 different types of gardens.  Write a detailed description of the garden.  Explain the purpose of the garden.

Or-

Identify the main idea of this book.  Write three supporting details.


