Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  Toads and Frogs  by: Victoria St. John           Level:  J         ISBN:  978-1-4207-3342-6         Publisher:  Sundance

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)    -ough words  “UF”
1.
will






rough 
2.
soon






tough
3.
side






enough
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

· Readers use clues to figure out the book’s theme, or big idea.  What do the title and the picture on the cover suggest you will be reading about today?  Are toads and frogs the same thing?
· The point of reading a nonfiction text is to gather information and learn new things.  What information do you hope will be included in this story? 
Nonfiction books have text features to help us understand the information deeply.  Let’s go on a text feature book walk to see what we can find.
· Sometimes when I read a non-fiction informational text, I read the glossary before I start reading the text.  Does this book have a glossary?  Where is the glossary found?  What does a glossary tell you?  How is the glossary organized?  Let’s go to the glossary now, because I know we will want to be familiar with these words before we start reading.  
· Does this book have an index?  Where will we look to find out?  What does an index tell you?
· Check out the great diagram on page 5.  We can get a lot of information from this diagram. (labels)

· Look in the table of contents.  What will we be reading about today?  What section has already sparked an interest in your reading? 

· Can you find a heading in the text?  The heading tells us what we will be reading about on those pages.  What heading is found on page 20? 

· Can you find a bold word in the text?  How did you find it so fast?  Why is it bolded?
· Look at the caption under the photograph on page 3.  A caption tells us more about the photograph.  
· Today you will be reading an informational text about toads and frogs.  Toads and frogs are both amphibians.  Amphibians can live both in water and on land.  Are you an amphibian? What do you already know about toads and frogs?  Anything else?  Read to find out more about how toads and frogs are different and yet the same.
Difficult Words/Vocabulary:    Start by reading the glossary.  amphibians (pg.2)  nocturnal (pg.10)  hibernate (pg.10)  eventually (pg.14)  predators (pg.16)  poisonous (pg.16)  endanger (pg.18)  
Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)   
Readers notice the punctuation marks when they read.  As you read silently today, notice the punctuation marks and change your voice at the end of a sentence.  Your voice will go up at the end if there is a question.  Your voice will go down at the end of the sentence if there is a period.  Your voice will stop at the end of every sentence.  Use your voice to demonstrate.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?








~  OVER ~

After Reading: (5-7 min.)           Discuss the story

· This was an interesting story about toads and frogs, right?  I sure learned a few new things.  Did you learn something new today?  Tell me about it.  
· Tell me the difference between toad and frogs.

· The photographs were amazing!  Which one was your favorite?  What did you learn when you examined it? 
·  YUCK!  Did you understand how toads and frogs swallow their food?  Tell me about it.

· Why is it difficult for us to find frogs and toads?

· Did you take a close look at the life cycle diagram on page 15?  Let’s talk about it. 

· How do frogs keep themselves safe from predators?
· How can we help keep toads and frogs healthy?

 

· What did you learn today that you didn’t know before?  
· Were there any parts of the book you didn’t understand?  What puzzled you? 

· Is this a good title for the book?  Why or why not?  

· How did the author make this text interesting? 

· If you could talk to the author, what would you ask him/her?

· Would you recommend this book to other readers?  Who do you think would like to read it?  

Return to Teaching Point:  Did you change your voice at the end of each sentence today?  Show me.  Turn to page 4 and read for me while I listen to your voice.  
Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance:       The author used a lot of adjectives, or describing words, to help us visualize.  Look on page 4, and let’s try to find some strong describing words.  (short, fat, thinner, longer, dry, warty, smooth, damp)  These words add an extra boost to my understanding, helping me to visualize about frogs and toads.

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Choose one ~
Non-fiction:  Toads and frogs are different because…    Toads and frogs are the same because…
Fiction:  Imagine you could be a frog or a toad, but you had to pick which one.  Write about which one you would rather be, and why.

