Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:   Clifford the Big Red Dog  by Norman Bridwell   Level:  18/J   ISBN:  0-590-44297-x

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 
Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)  suffixes –s, -es, -ing
1.  play                                                                                   1.  dog—dogs                
2.  stick





          2.  catch--catches
3.  hide






          3.  camp--camping
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

* This book is about a girl named Emily Elizabeth who has a big, red dog named Clifford.  Clifford is      different than most dogs. Emily Elizabeth and Clifford have lots of fun together, but sometimes he makes mistakes.
      * Picture Walk
      * Locate word building words in the text.  Ask children to point out any other suffixes they notice.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary   watchdog, habits
· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)

Readers think about (infer) what lesson the author may be trying to teach them. (It is OK to be different from others….we are all unique.)

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Discuss the story

*  Give some examples of how Clifford is different than other dogs.
*  How do these differences give him an advantage over other dogs?

· Return to Teaching Point

*  How are you different from others?
· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)  
*  Write a few sentences about how you are different from your friends.  If you finish before others, you         may draw a picture to go with your sentences.

