
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title: The Bremen-town Musicians               Level:  J             ISBN:  978-0590423649      Publisher:   Scholastic 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. afraid       music  -  musician  (special)  

2. friend       red   -  read (short vowel sound)  -  ready 

3. sure         

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

This is a folk-fairytale and it’s silly but also has something to teach us about those who are old. Maybe you 

have great-grandparents who are too old to work at a job anymore but they are still important people. Let’s 

read to see what happens to the animals that run away from a master or mistress, their owners, because they 

heard they were no longer useful. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  horrible, master, mistress 

Also, notice the use of a simile on page 8, “. . . as sad as a rainy day.” 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers attempt to make predictions as they read the story. (Cause and effect – since this happened, what 

might happen next?) 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

 

What did the animals’ owners think was wrong with their animals? 

Why do you think the author didn’t choose birds with lovely voices to be in her story? The animals she chose 

have very annoying voices. 

On page 15, how did the donkey know the men in the house were robbers? 

Why did one robber say he was attacked by a witch, a monster, a giant, and a ghost? 

Do you think the four animal friends could have been great musicians in Bremen-town? Why/why not? 

What do you think the robbers did next after what happened on page 31? 

 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Were any of your predictions correct? (Several students can share their correct 

or incorrect predictions.) 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

The students can write about an elderly person they know; what they like to do together, or what they admire 

about the person. 


