
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Stefan is a Sculptor                         Level:  J                  ISBN:  0-15-323021-5           Publisher:  Harcourt 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. became       it  -  quit  -  quick 

2. family       car  -  carve  -  carves  -  carving 

3. work 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

 

Sometimes what fascinates/interests you as a child will show what you want to do as a grownup. Stefan was 

someone like that. He loved wood carvings. (Use Google Images to show examples of carved wooden 

furniture.) You will notice that the illustrations have a combination of drawings and photographs and the 

photos are of actual carvings that Stefan did. Now let’s read to learn how Stefan turned a childhood interest 

into his career; what he did for a living. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary:   sculptor,    sculpture,    ideas 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers slow down to figure out new words by using pictures, looking for chunks, and thinking about what is 

happening in the story.   

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

 

1. What does Stefan use to make his sculptures? 

2. Why do sculptors need to be patient people? 

3. Why did Stefan think it was important to read books? 

 

 

 

 Return to Teaching Point:  How did you figure out how to read the last word on page 2 (cabinet)? What 

about the word that begins with the letter p on page 8 (planets)? And the word beginning with a g on page 

9 (grinned)? 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

What do you notice is the same about all of Stefan’s sculptures? (Students inference that they are not realistic, 

are very heavy and bulky and showed that he learned about things from all over the world.) 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

Write about something you really enjoy now that could become a job when you grow up to be an adult? 

OR   Write about your observations of Stefan’s sculptures. 


