
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:   Ira Sleeps Over                     Level:   J           ISBN:  978-0395205037          Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. father       all  -  fall  -  false 

2. laugh       read (short e sound) – ready – already  

3. mother 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

 

What helps you fall asleep at night? Did you ever need a stuffed animal or a blankie? In our book today Ira is 

going to his very first sleep over at his friend Reggie’s house and he’s having an awful time deciding whether 

or not to take along his teddy bear. Ira’s sister is teasing him about this problem. Let’s read to find out what Ira 

decides to do. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  suppose,   dominoes,   uh-huh,   Aroomp! 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Note the punctuation carefully. For example, Ira exclaims, “Was I happy!”  This shouldn’t be read as a 

question. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

 

Why was it hard for Ira to decide whether or not to take Tah Tah to the sleepover? 

What was the most fun thing the boys did together before bedtime? 

Did Reggie actually have a hearing problem? How do you know? Was he trying to ignore Ira because he might 

get embarrassed about needing a stuffed animal himself? 

 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: On page 38, the teacher could read some of the sentences and improperly 

observe the punctuation and then call on a student to read the sentence correctly. 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

Was it important that the author had Reggie pretend several times to not hear Ira’s questions about 

bedtime? 

 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

     

    Write a sentence or two about what you would like to say to Ira’s sister because she was making Ira feel 

confused and upset. 


