
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Gila Monsters Meet You at the Airport      Level:  J       ISBN: 0-689-71383-5   Publisher: Aladdin Books 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. live (long i sound)       with  -  95th 

2. don’t       buzz  -  buzzard 

3. know 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

 

Have you ever heard of the “Wild, Wild West”? What did people do there? What did they look like? 

(Teacher shows students where the western part of the United States is on a map or globe.) Sometimes we 

think we know all about a place we’ve never been to because of TV shows or movies. This story has four very 

short chapters. Let’s read to find out what happens to a young boy who is afraid to move Out West with his 

parents.  

 

 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  Seymour,    salami,    stampede 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers discover what the story’s problem is and what it offers as a solution to the problem. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

 

Was Seymour a good friend to the main character? Support your answer with clues found in the text, 

Was anything true about Out West or the East that the young boys were afraid of? If so, what was true? 

How did the boy expect people Out West would say hello? 

Will the main character like living Out West? What are the clues that are found on the last page? 

 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Was the problem real or imagined? What was the only solution to their 

imaginary fears? (The boys had to find out first hand that what they were afraid of did not exist.) 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

The illustrator shows us what the boy may have thought it would be like to sit on a cactus. Can you 

visualize the main character riding a horse with a big smile on his face? Do you think the illustrator 

showed too much of what was going through the boy’s mind or did it help you understand the story? 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

 Write what you think it would be like to move to the North Pole. 


