
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:Cotton Plant to Cotton Shirt Level:J ISBN 978-1-61672-633-1 Publisher:Lola Schaefer Benchmark: Unit 3 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. grow       Consonant Blends 

2. seeds       Build “plant” 

3. workers       Build “shirt” then “feels” then field” then “buds” 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

- “This book is called Cotton Plant to Cotton Shirt” 

- “Did you know that your shirt was once part of a plant?” 

- “How do you think a plant can become a shirt? 

- “Let’s walk through the book together and see how a cotton plant can become a cotton shirt.” 

- Emphasize the consonant blends throughout the story 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary 

Cotton gin 

Cotton mill 

Machine 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

- Readers predict what might happen next in the story. 

- (sequential order of how the cotton plant becomes a cotton shirt) 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

- “Are you wearing a plant or a shirt?” 

- “How did the cotton plant become a shirt?” 

- Can you tell me how the cotton plant grew and was then used as a shirt?” 

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

- Have students discuss the sequential order of how the cotton plant grew and became a cotton shirt.  

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

1. Identify Sequence of Events 

2. Summarize Information 

- “How does a cotton plant become a cotton shirt?”  

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

- “Look at page 15.” 

- “Write one sentence about the sequence of making a cotton shirt from a cotton plant.”  


