
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  A Family of Beavers     Level:   J    ISBN:  978-1572742482   Publisher: Richard C. Owen Publishers 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. orange       pad  -  paddle  -  paddled 

2. search       grow  -  grown  -  grownup 

3. sound       near + by = nearby 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

This is a non-fiction book even though it has colored-pencil illustrations. For some background knowledge 

about beavers, they are the largest rodent in North America. Mice and rats are also rodents. Amazingly, the 

beavers’ two front teeth can cut down a 3” in diameter tree (illustrate with putting your thumbs and forefingers 

together) in only twelve minutes! Beavers help the environment by making lakes and ponds where ducks, 

geese, and fish can live and thrive. Beavers live together in families called colonies and in the spring baby kits 

are born inside the beaver lodges. Let’s read to learn even more about these busy animals. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  gnawed (p.3) (like gnome, the g is silent) 

o dam is NOT a swear word! 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers read carefully to remember details about beavers so they can talk about them without looking back at 

the text. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

 

How are a beaver dam and a lodge the same and how are they different? 

What is a predator of beavers? (p.10) 

What is a beaver’s code for danger? 

Explain what a “cut-away” is in the illustration on the last page. 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Ask the students to list as many facts about beavers as they can. (This helps 

prepare them for Fountas and Pinnell testing.) 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

Students write down a question they still have about beavers. 


