
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Talk About Teeth Level:  I  ISBN:  978-1-4207-3331-0 Publisher:  Sundance 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1.  have 4. when     words that end in y but make /e/ sound: 

2. their  5. over      funny, happy, sadly, hurry, shiny, worry, carry 

3. through 6. very 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

In our book today, we’re going to be learning about teeth.  What are some things you already know about 

teeth?  We’re going to be reading specifically about lion’s teeth and horse’s teeth and then comparing them 

and contrasting them.  Do you know what that means, to compare and contrast?  Comparing means to 

determine what is the same.  Contrasting is to determine what is different.  Let’s take a look at the table of 

contents and see what our section headings tell us about what we will be reading about.  (Look at and discuss 

the table of contents and how to use it.)  More specifically we will be talking about the numbers of teeth each 

animal has, what they use their teeth for, and who their teeth change over time.  Let’s see how they compare. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p6 replace, p8 incisors, p9 canines, p10 molars, p11 carnassials 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-Let’s compare and contrast the number of teeth these animals have.  Do they have the same number of teeth 

or different numbers of teeth?  So is that comparing or contrasting? 

-Why are each animals’ teeth designed differently?  (depends on what their main food source is)  Horses teeth 

are good for eating what?  Lions eat primarily ____ so their teeth are made differently. 

-How are the teeth of the two animals the same when they are babies?  How are their baby teeth different?  

How do each of those compare to human babies? 

-What is the purpose of incisors?  Which animal has canines and what is their purpose?  What is the purpose of 

molars?  What is the purpose of carnassials?  What is unusual about how lions eat their food that is different 

from both horses and humans?  Why do lions cut their food into smaller chunks? 

-Why do horses teeth keep growing all their lives? 

-Humans have incisors, canines, and molars.  So we have teeth for cutting, tearing, and grinding or chewing 

food.  What does that tell us about our primary food source? (omnivore) Which type of teeth do you think 

would be most useful for us? 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

May use Venn diagram or other graphic organizer to help students sort/categorize information.   

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Animals’ teeth can wear down and break as they get older.  The same is true for people.  Write about some 

ways that we can keep our teeth healthy and strong. 


