Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  Plants   by: Rebecca Rissman      Level:  I        ISBN:  978-1-4329-7887-7        Publisher:  Heinemann

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.
take






grow – growing - grew
2.
into






throw – throwing - threw
3.
from






blow – blowing  blew
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

INFEREING:  Readers use clues to figure out the book’s theme, or big idea.  What do the title and the picture on the cover suggest you will be reading about today?
SYNTHESES:  Today you will be reading an informational text about plants.  Plants have many different parts, and each part helps the plant grow.  What do you already know about how plants grow?   Can you name some plants that grow in our community?  Can you name some plants you eat?  

GLOSSARY:  Sometimes when I read a non-fiction informational text, I read the glossary before I start reading the text.  A glossary is like a little dictionary in the back of the book, listing difficult words we will read today.  Can you think of a reason why reading the glossary first would be helpful?  Read the glossary. Discuss each word and its meaning.  (ABC order, bold words)  This book has a picture glossary.  The author included pictures to help you visualize each word.

TEXT FEATURES:  Let’s take a look at the table of contents. What will we be reading about today?  What page would I turn to read more about plants stems?  What will we read about when we turn to page 18?  As you read today, pay attention to the different kinds of text on the page.  Look for labels.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  different (pg.4)  nutrients (pg.7)  radishes (pg.8)  crocus (pg.9)  cactus (pg.12)  popular (pg.13)  energy (pg.14)  pollen (pg.18)  edelweiss (pg.21) Consult  the glossary as well.

· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)   Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.  Today while you are reading about plants, notice the non-fiction text features and think about how they help you gain a better understanding about plants.
 
During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Discuss the story:  What was this story mostly about?  Can you tell me about the story from the beginning, the middle, and the end?  Talk to me about plant sizes.  What are some words we can use to describe the size of plants?  (tall, short, wide, thin)  Let’s compare the leaves on page 14 and page 16.  Which is larger?  Can you name the parts of a plant?  Which part holds the plant in place?  Which part holds the plant up?  What is the job of the leaves?  Look on page 16.  What season was this photograph taken? Can you tell me how we get new plants?  This story has many describing words.  We call describing words adjectives.  Can you show me some adjectives in the story?  (beautiful, pg. 20 : tall pg. 21)  Let’s turn to page 10. What text feature do we have here?  (label)  Look at this stamp that says, “Real Size”.  Each time we see this symbol, the photograph is showing us the real size of the plant.  (discuss “real size”)              ~ OVER ~
· Return to Teaching Point: What non-fiction text features did you come across in the story that helped you understand how plants grow today?  Can you show me where you found that?  (validation)  I like the way you found important information in the (subheading, captions, photographs, labels, index, glossary, table of contents) to support your comprehension.  That’s good reading!
· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance:
Look on page 6.  It’s really helpful to have this photograph so we can SEE how the roots grow under the ground in the soil.  I would have a hard time visualizing this, but the photograph makes it easy to visualize and think about how roots grow.  
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Imagine you are a plant, growing up from a seed.  What would you need to grow into a nice, healthy plant?  Use the information you learned today to write an interesting story about how you grow and the parts you have to help you grow strong.  Include details.

