Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  Living and Nonliving in the Polar Regions       Level:  H      ISBN:  978-1-4109-5390-2   Publisher:  Heinemann
               by: Rebecca Rissman      

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)
1.
move






do not – don’t
2.
need






cannot – can’t
3.
food






are not – aren’t
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Readers use clues to figure out the book’s theme, or big idea.  What does the title tell you about this book?   Can you predict what type of information you will learn from this text?  

· Today you will be reading a nonfiction text about living and nonliving things in the polar region.  The point of reading a nonfiction text is to gather information and learn new things.  What information do you hope will be included in this story?  What is it like in this region?  What do you already know about things that live in the polar region?   What does it mean to be living?  Nonliving?  Can you give examples?

Nonfiction books have text features to help us understand the information deeply.  Let’s go on a text feature book walk. 

· Sometimes when I read a non-fiction informational text, I read the glossary before I start reading the text.  Does this book have a glossary?  Where is the glossary found?  What does a glossary tell you?  How is the glossary organized?  Let’s go to the glossary now, because I know we will want to know these words before we start reading. This is a picture glossary.  Pictures have been added to make sure you understand the words.
· Does this book have an index?  Where will we look to find out?  What does an index tell you?
· While were on this page, let’s look at some other special text features.  (Discuss Find out More)
· Look in the table of contents.  What will we be reading about today?  What section has already sparked an interest in your reading? 

· Can you find a heading in the text?  The heading tells us what we will be reading about on those pages.  What heading is found on page 16? 

· Can you find a bold word in the text?  How did you find it so fast?  Why is it bold?  

Difficult Words/Vocabulary:    Discuss the words in the glossary.  
Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)
Today while you are reading, think about what the author is trying to teach you.  Pay attention to surprising information.  It might mean you are learning something NEW!


During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?
After Reading: (5-7 min.)        Discuss the story.  When students have the opportunity to share and explain,  

                                                                                  they learn and remember important information.
· Tell me what this story was about.  Can you summarize the key ideas?
· What is it like in the Polar Regions?  Would you like to live there?  Why or why not?  
· What pictures or illustrations did you find interesting?  Show me.

· Turn to page 6.  Can you tell me why the polar bear likes living in this environment?

· Look at the photograph on page 16-17.  Have you ever seen this animal before?  It’s interesting!

· Turn to page 22.  What helps this animal survive in the polar region?

· How did the author make it easy for you to find information?

· Why do you think the author wanted to tell you about things in a polar region?
· What did you learn today that you didn’t know before?  
· Were there any parts of the book you didn’t understand?  What puzzled you? 

· Is this a good title for the book?  Why or why not?  

· Why do you think the author wrote this text?  

· How did the author make this text interesting? 

· If you could talk to the author, what would you ask him/her?

· Would you recommend this book to other readers?  Who do you think would like to read it?  

· Is this book like any other book that you have read?  Which one?
Return to Teaching Point:  Did you learn new information today?  Did you need to slow down your reading in order to understand the ideas?  What strategies did you use to unlock the important information? How does the information in this text fit with what you already know about living and nonliving things in the polar region?

Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance       

When you add new information about a topic to the information you already have, we call it synthesizing.  Can you add today’s new information to what you already know to build a better understanding about things in a polar region that are living and nonliving?  

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)   

· Write about what it would be like to live in the polar region.  What living things would you see?  What nonliving things would be around you?  What would you need to survive as a living thing?

