
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Sooty   Level:  G  ISBN:  978-0-7608-4179-2  Publisher:  Sundance 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. this  4. when 7. come   different uses for an apostrophe: 

2. things 5. they  8. eat    contractions: shouldn’t, it’s, doesn’t 

3. them 6. want  9. very    possession: mom’s, Sooty’s 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction:  

Sooty is a cat we’re going to be reading about.  Sooty lives inside, but she can go outside sometimes, too.  Let’s 

talk about what you know about cats.  What do you think cats who are housecats do all day?  Do you think cats 

always follow directions or do they make bad decisions sometimes too?  Sooty is a good cat most of the time, 

but she does can be a little mischievous.  Do you know what it means to be mischievous?  Let’s see who Sooty 

spends her day and what she does that is a little mischievous. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p2 care, every, p4 shouldn’t, p8 crunchy, p11 crawl, p16 waits, until 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers think about the book as they are reading.  They remember details. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-Readers think about the story and remember details as they read.  So what are some of the details you 

remember about how Sooty spends her days?  In what ways was Sooty mischievous?  Why do you think Sooty 

did bad things sometimes?   

-Who is telling this story?  How do we know?  When the text uses the word “I,” who is being referred to?  

When the text uses the word “she,” who is being referred to?  How does the girl feel about her cat?  How do 

we know this?  Where is the evidence in the text that helps us to know this?  How do you think Sooty feels 

about the girl?  What makes you think that? 

-Do you think the girl does a good job of taking care of Sooty?  What evidence do you have to support your 

thinking? 

-Do you walk a cat like you might walk a dog on a leash?  No, not usually.  Cats don’t generally walk on a 

leash, they’d probably just lay down.  They can be very stubborn creatures.  So if Sooty doesn’t get walked 

like a dog, why would Sooty need to wear a collar?  What is the purpose of the collar? 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: What details do you recall that help us to better understand what Sooty does 

during the day? 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 This story was told from the girl’s point of view, as if the girl was talking to us.  Write two sentences as if 

Sooty was telling us about what she did during the day. 


