
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 
 

Title: Paul Bunyan  Level: G ISBN: 978-1-61672-593-8 Publisher: Benchmark Unit: 2 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) R-controlled o 

1. than        Build “born”-“torn”-“tore”-“more”  

2. was        Drag finger across and blend word together 

3. he 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

 

Today we are going to be reading a book titled “Paul Bunyan”. This story reminds me of other stories I have 

read before. It is a tall tale about Paul Bunyan. That means that the story is not true. Lets take a picture walk 

through the book and see some places where the story is exaggerated. On page 4, look at how big Paul is 

compared to his cradle. On page 6, look at how many bowls of food he is eating. Do you think you could eat 

that much food for breakfast every single day? Let’s see what Paul Bunyan will grow up to do.  

 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: pounds (4), feet (8), mile (15) 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support): Readers look for chunks they may 

know to help them figure out a word. If you know the different parts to a word then you can put them 

together and be able to read the word. Lets look at page 7. Do you see a word that has two parts to it, and 

you know both parts? Lets break it up and look at the first part (break) and the second part (fast). Now read 

it together. Whenever you come to a word like this make sure to break it up and read both parts.  

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

The author of the book describes Paul Bunyan as a very big baby. What words does he use to describe how bid 

Paul was? Let children look through the book to find the different facts. Did you know that most babies weight 

between 6 to 10 pounds when they are born. Paul was much larger than that. Let’s pass around these two books 

to show you how heavy a real baby is. Can you imagine if you had 16 more books? His story is really amazing.  

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Did you make sure to chunk the words. What other words did you use on it? 

Lets look on page 11. Do you see a word you used it on? Can you tell me the two parts? Now all together? 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance,  

Turn to a partner and summarize the story you just read. What made Paul Bunyan different from others? What 

did he make one day? 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Write about what made Paul Bunyan different from others.  


