
Title: Gorillas Level: G ISBN: 978-0-7608-6625-2 Publisher: Sundance

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)
Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building: (3 min.) 
1. their                                                                                    hoops - bloops - groups 
2. home                                                                                  dive - arrive - alive 
3. each
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)
• Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)
This book is about Gorillas. Can you tell me what you know about gorillas? This book is about Gorillas that 
live in both the jungle and the zoo. How many of you have seen a gorilla at the zoo? Let’s look at some 
pictures to see some the actions gorillas do. As we’re looking at the pictures let’s try to see what is going on. 
Let’s begin the reading and learn about gorillas. 

• Difficult Words/Vocabulary
zookeepers (p. 4), shelter (p. 4), strongest (p. 7), leaves (p. 12)

• Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)
Readers read softly and fluently, while solving new words independently. Track print with eyes, occasionally 
using finger at points of difficulty. Make predictions of what will happen next. 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.
Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?

After Reading: (5-7 min.)
• Discuss the story

1. What are a few things we learned about gorillas? 
2. Can you name some differences between gorillas living in the jungle and gorillas living in the zoo? 
3. Can you name some similarities between gorillas living in the jungle and gorillas living in the zoo? 

• Return to Teaching Point
Did you silently and fluently, while pausing at difficult/unfamiliar words? Was what you predicted correct? 

• Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 
synthesizing, determining importance

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)
Write one paragraph about what you learned about gorillas. Be sure to include where they live, what they use to 
build, and who the leader is. 

Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


