
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Always Late  Level:  G  ISBN:  978-1-4207-3312-9      Publisher:  Sundance 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. were  4. that’s  7. after    discuss contractions – when two words crash  

2. their  5. won’t 8. our    together, sometimes letters are left out and joined  

3. said  6. how  9. we’ll   together by an apostrophe 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

Abby and James always seem to be late for everything.  What are some reasons a person might be late?  Have 

you ever been late getting somewhere?  How do you feel when you know you’re late?  How do you think your 

parents feel when they know they’re late?  In our story, Abby and James really want to solve this problem 

because they’re tired of being late.  What are some things you could do to make sure you’re not late anymore?  

Let’s see how they solve their problem. 

 

 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p2 always, p4 happen, p7 wrong, p8 birthday, p11 present, laughed 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers think about the story and predict what might happen next. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-How can we tell on pages 2-3 and 6-7 that they were late and the class had already started? 

-What is Dad’s excuse for why they are always late? 

-How did Abby and James feel about being late?  How do we know?  How did the coach feel about their being 

late?  How do we know?   

-After the class, who did James and Abby talk to about their problem?  What was Mom’s suggestion?  What 

else might James and Abby have done to solve their problem of always being late? 

-What made the ending to the story funny?   

 

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

Practice having students summarize information from each two page spread.  You may need to model this for 

them, but then allow students to practice tell you what happened on each page in their own words. 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

Write about a time that you were late and how you felt.  OR  Write about a strategy you could use to keep from 

being late. 


