Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  Clever Tails  by: Mary-Anne Creasy   Level:   G     ISBN:  978-1-74234-562-8     Publisher: Okapi Publishing

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)     
1.  away
4.  big





watch - watching

2.  hear

5.  over




catch - catching
3.  these
6.  use





twitch - twitching
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

Many animals have tails.  Why do some animals have tails?  Clever Tails is a report on how some animals use their tails to help them get food.  Look on page 2-3.  This is the introduction to the text.  It tells us what sort of information will be in the book.  Use the pictures to help you predict how each animal uses their tail to help them get food.  Now read the rest of the book to see if your predictions were correct.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary:  crocodiles (pg. 4)  scorpion (pg. 9)  jaguar  (pg. 11)  
· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)

     Good readers think about the book when they are reading.  They remember the details.  

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Discuss the story

Why do animals have tails?
How des the whale use its tail to get food?

What does the jaguar eat?

How does it use its tail to help it catch fish?

How do the shape, size, and appearance of an animal’s tail tell you about how the animal uses it?

Give an example of another animal that could have been in this book.

Do all animals with tails use their tail to help them get food?

For what other reasons might an animal have a tail?

The animals in this book do lots of different things with their tails.  Which words tell is what they actually do?  These are strong VERBS.  (slaps, knocks, stings, taps)

Look at page 9.  This photograph has a label, a written word, that helps us to understand the photograph better.  Can you find another label?

· Return to Teaching Point:  Did they remember the details of the book?
· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

      Good readers have questions about what they are reading.  What are you wondering about?

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)    Ask the students to choose an animal from the book to write about.  Encourage them to write two or three clues about the animal’s tail first, and name the animal last.

