Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title: Why Living Things Need… Homes    Level:  F   ISBN:  978-1-4329-5921-0    Publisher: Heinemann  









This could easily be a 2 day lesson plan.
Teaching Point: Readers use the text features to understand nonfiction.  

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)






Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  
does






er-
2.
kind
where





other, mother, person, weather
3.  
from
things





Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

Model…. “My home is _____________.”  Use some describing words like cozy, small, brown etc.       Describe your home for me. 

Today we will read a book all about homes.  Show a Contents page and talk about the topics or important things we’ll read about and discuss.  Show and discuss the front and back cover of the book.  Explain what you noticed on the cover.  (We talked about homes for people, but animals need homes too.) 

This book lends itself to a slower paced reading with lots of discussion.  Every child will read the pages independently then reread and study the photographs so the group can discuss the 2 pages together before moving ahead.

p. 4  Discuss the heading.  It’s important to read the heading because it often tells us the main idea about what the author wants us to understand.  It will prepare us and help us organize our thinking about a topic. 
The first heading asks us a question- “What Is a Home?”  Allow kids to read then discuss-

What is a home?  What is important to realize about homes?  (many different kinds)

Predict what kinds of homes you think this author might include in his book.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary  (covered during intro.)
· Intentional Teaching Point:  (refer to flip chart)
Readers use the text features to understand nonfiction.  


During Reading: (5-10 min.)  Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding and provide specific feedback. 

After Reading: (5-7 min.)
· Return to Teaching Point
p. 6-7  What’s the heading here?  What does the author want us as readers to think about? (only living things need homes)  Does a rock need a home?  Does water need a home?

p. 8-9  Notice there’s no new heading, so the author is still going to talk about Living Things and Homes.   Explain what details he provides on these 2 pages.  (find homes, build homes)
p. 10-11  these 2 pages are also about the same heading.   Predict what you think we might read about.   After reading-   (Like birds, people also build homes.  Another type of home for people is a houseboat.  Can you identify other types of homes for people?)
p. 12-13  What question does the author ask in our next new heading?

After reading, have kids explain why living things need a home.  (safety_

Compare and contrast the 2 examples the author and illustrator provide for us.

p. 14-15  No new heading!  What do you expect the writer to keep talking about?  

After reading-  What reasons are stated for why living things need homes? (protection from predators, warmth and dry spot)

p. 16-17  Read the new heading.  

After reading-   Explain how living things use homes.  (areas to sleep)

Can you think of other ways homes are used?

p. 18-19  Did our ideas match the author’s ideas?

p. 20-21  No new heading, so we are still reading about how homes are used.
Compare and contrast the 2 examples here.

p. 22  This heading is called Homes Quiz.  A quiz is synonym for a test.  The author is having a little fun and wants the reader to show how well they understand the book by answering a question.
Can you identify which thing doesn’t need a  home?  Can you identify other examples?

p. 23  Picture Glossary-  A glossary is a list of important words and a definition telling what those words mean.  This one is a picture glossary because it includes a photo or picture along with the text.

P. 24  Index-  An index is an alphabetical list of important topics in this book.  It tells what page we can read about that topic.  The index is located at the end of a book. 
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Draw a detailed picture of a home.  Explain how this home is useful for the things that live there.
Or- write a response to the questions on the worksheet.

1.  What is a home?

2.  Why do living things need homes?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

3.  How do living things use homes?

​​​​​​​​​​​​

If time, draw a picture of a home.  Show it to a friend and have them identify the living thing that would live there.  Explain why this is a good home for the owners.

