Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:   Snakes   Level:  F           ISBN:  978-1-60343-010-4    Publisher:  Pioneer Valley  
Teaching Point:  Readers group words together so their reading sounds smooth.

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  
some
    are





long a-     a_e

ay
2.
where     by






  snake

say, stay, stray
3.  
then
    into





        makes, take

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

Our book today is a nonfiction, all about book.  It will teach us all about snakes.  Snakes are a type of animal called reptiles.  Reptiles are animals with scales for skin.  Examples of reptiles include lizards, crocodiles and turtles.  Reptiles lay eggs.
As we read today, we’re going to practice grouping words together like we do when we talk to make our reading sound smooth and interesting.  (You might model talking too slowly, too quickly or in a weird rhythm to help kids understand what you’ll be trying to improve.)

Model reading p. 2  and discuss how you smoothly group some words together.  Let the kids practice reading along with you.

Let them describe the snake’s skin.

Repeat modeling the reading on p. 4.  Let kids practice reading along with you.

Encourage kids to move their hands along the table to show how a snake slithers.  Have them slide their finger along the top of the snake like they are tracing its long backbone.

Repeat modeling the reading on p. 6 but this time let the kids echo read after you.  Praise good fluency.  

Compare and contrast the snakes’ bodies to the grass in the photo.

Model reading smoothly on p. 8.  Let kids echo read.

Discuss the punctuation.  !
Model reading one last time on p. 10.  Let kids echo read then have then practice rereading smoothly on their own.

Encourage kids to give great effort at reading smoothly as you complete this book.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary  (covered during intro.)
· Intentional Teaching Point:  (refer to flip chart)
Readers group words together so their reading sounds smooth.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding and provide specific feedback. 

After Reading: (5-7 min.)
· Return to Teaching Point
Allow a child to model smooth, fluent reading.  Give them specific praise for what they do well.

Allow kids to partner read, giving each other feedback.
· Discussion Questions

Have kids explain how the author uses illustrations to help them understand the topic.  Tell them to use a photo or text from their book to help explain their thinking.

Ask:  “Did we learn how to identify poisonous snakes?”   No, p. 8.

“Look at page 10.  Summarize the main idea.”
Explain how snakes that live in cold areas try to stay warm.  (stay in holes, p. 12)

“Look at p. 14-15.  Use the photo and text to describe this snake.  (yellow, strange eyes, spots and stripes, and we learn it’s a baby in the 1st sentence)

“What unusual fact did you learn on p. 14?”  (most mother snakes leave after laying their eggs)  Do you know about any other living thing that does this?
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Identify the main idea snakes in the middle of a concept web.  Around the outside, summarize some of the important details we learned about snakes.  (Writing will help us remember these details.  We can also teach someone at home about snakes.)
Or-

Write a summary explaining what Michele Dufresne wants us to remember about snakes.  If time, add an illustration to your work.

