Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title: Big Ships Need Tugboats              Level:  F          ISBN: 978-1-74234-554-3          Publisher: Flying Start                                        
Teaching Point: Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.  

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)


Day One:  pages 2-7
Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  am

are
their
2.  but

did
them




-oat
3.  for

get
then




boat, coat, moat, goat, float, 
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

Encourage students to activate their prior knowledge.  Give each student a copy of the book.  Ask the students to look at the photograph on the cover.  Ask students where they think the big ship is going?  Why might the little boat be nearby?  Have you ever seen ships like these?  Explain that the little boat is called a tugboat.  Ask students what they think a tugboat does?  List student’s responses say you may review the list tomorrow on day 2.  Help students understand when people cooperate and work as a team they achieve more than they could on their own.  Have students do a picture walk on pages 2-7.  Allow time for students to discuss with a partner the photographs they are seeing.  After everyone has had an opportunity to share have students whisper read while you listen.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary

strong  pg. 2        team  pg. 3       sea  pg. 4       dock  pg. 4          ropes  pg. 6

· Intentional Teaching Point:  (refer to flip chart)

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding and provide specific feedback. 

After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Return to Teaching Point

Is the story Big Ships Need Tugboats fiction or nonfiction?  What are some ways you can tell that this story is nonfiction?  How do the diagrams add meaning and give the reader more information?  

· Discussion Questions

What do tugboats do?  What is a dock?  Why does it take two or three tugboats to help a big ship?  Can you find in the story a picture of a labeled dock (page 5)?  Why does it take a long time for ships to stop?
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Have students make a labeled diagram that shows how tugboats help big ships.  If enough time allow students to share their diagrams with a partner.  Have them discuss the information shown on their diagram.

Title: Big Ships Need Tugboats              Level:  F          ISBN: 978-1-74234-554-3          Publisher: Flying Start                                        

Teaching Point:  Readers notice when something does not make sense.  They may reread the sentence to help them. 


Familiar Read:  (3 min.)


Day Two:  pages 8-16
Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1. going
little
saw




-ug
2. make
not
so




 rug, mug, bug, dug
3. out

said
that




 lug, hug, jug, slug, 
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

Yesterday we read the book titled Big Ships Need Tugboats.  What were some of the things we learned from yesterday’s story?  Ask students to talk about what they read yesterday with a partner, they may look at pages 2-7 for guidance.  This book tells us about why big ships need tugboats.  Tugboats are small, but they are very strong and able to help big ships come in safely to the dock.    Have students discuss what is happening in the photographs and review any challenging words from yesterday.  Focus on the diagrams.  Ask what do these pictures tell us?  Focus on diagrams.  Point out the use of arrows and emphasis marks to indicate direction and movement.  Have students do a picture walk on pages 8-16.  Allow students time to discuss the photographs with a partner.  After a quick whole group discussion have students whisper read pages 8-16.  
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary

bumping pg. 8         pads  pg. 8         leave pg. 10        safely  pg. 10           soft pg. 12  
· Intentional Teaching Point:  (refer to flip chart)


During Reading: (5-10 min.)  Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding and provide specific feedback. 


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Return to Teaching Point

Encourage the students to read the pages again, adjusting their rate of reading so that the information is clear.  Say: You might need to slow down on some pages so that the information is clear.  
· Discussion Questions

Why do you think big ships need to stop close to the dock?  How do tugboats help big ships get close to the dock (pg. 8)?  What are soft pads?  Why do tugboats have soft pads?  Now that we know more about tugboats let’s review yesterday’s list we made of things tugboats do.  What other things can we now add to our list that tugboats do?
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Write why you think tugboats are important be sure to include how tugboats work as a team.



