
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 
 

Title: Counting Clues  Level: F ISBN: 978-1-61672-578-5 Publisher: Benchmark Unit: 4 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) Diphthong /ou/ 

1. there       Build “out”-“mouth”-“count”-“cloud”-“found” 

2. went        Drag finger across and blend word together 

3. find 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

 

Today we are going to read a book “Counting Clues”. What do you think is going to happen in the book? While 

you are reading you are going to have to do some math. Let’s look at some pages to see how it looks. Lets look 

at page 4 and 5. He has 9 crackers and has to eat 2 crackers. How many crackers will be left? He has to choose 

the right number to get the next clue. The clue will lead him to the next math problem. Where do you think the 

last place he will go is? 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: treasure (3), answer (5) 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support): Readers notice questions marks. 

Do you know what your voice does when you read a question? (It goes up) Lets practice by looking at 

page 5. Lets read the first sentence together. Read the first sentence. Good job, I really liked how your 

voices went up at the end of the question. Make sure to pay attention throughout the book when you come 

across a question mark. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

Was the ending different than you thought it would be? How did you decide which of your guesses were 

correct, or how did you make new guesses while you were reading? Why did Jason have to add or subtract 

numbers to find his surprise? 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Did you remember to make your voice go up at the end of a question? Can you 

try this out loud on page 9? 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance, sequence 

Why did his mom make him go from the kitchen to his room, to the living room and then the back yard? (His 

mom was trying to surprise him) 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Throughout the book Jason went on a treasure hunt. Let’s write about where he went on his treasure hunt. 


