
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Lizard’s Tail   Level: E   ISBN: 978-0-7608-6603-0       Publisher:  Sundance 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. have  4. was  7. where   Two vowel combinations 

2. saw  5. wasn’t 8. went    -ai-: mail, sail, wait, rain, paid, pain, waist 

3. said  6. you  9. your    -ea-: beat, each, heat, leaf, meal, mean, peach, read 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction:  

Somehow Lizard managed to lose his tail.  He’s asking all the animals in the woods if they’ve seen his tail.  

What types of animals do you think Lizard might see in the woods?  (Either in your conversations or during a 

partial picture walk, bring out those animals which may not be easily identified. (peacock, possum, monkey)) 

So each time Lizard meets an animal, they tell him to look in a different place and that leads Lizard to a new 

animal.  Let’s read to find out what happens with Lizard’s tail. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p6 Possum’s, p12 might know, p15 cried, p16 behind, laughed 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers notice punctuation marks.  They pause when they come to a period or comma.  Their voice 

changes when they see an exclamation or question mark. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-Summarize or retell the story for me in the correct sequence.  You may use the pictures to help you remember 

which animal Lizard met in her search for her tail.  How do we know that Lizard is a girl?   

-What was Lizard’s problem?  How did she try to solve this problem?  Do you think Lizard’s friends were 

helpful?   

-What information in the illustrations helped us to be able to predict which animal Lizard might meet next? 

-What happened at the end of the story?  Did you know that lizards’ tails can grow back?  Does knowing that 

their tails can regrow help you to understand this book?  Do you think Lizard knows her tail will grow back?  

What makes you think that?  What do you think Lizard would do next?  What do you think she might ask 

next? 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Model for students how to read a question.  Have students choose a line from the 

text and practice reading with appropriate expression. 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

  

Write about how you think Lizard lost her tail in the first place.  OR  Write about how you would explain to 

Lizard how her tail came to be behind her. 


