Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title:  In the Pond    Level: C-4                       ISBN: 978-1-58453-846-2    Publisher:   Pioneer Valley
Teaching Point:   Readers pause when they come to a period at the end of a sentence.

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1.  
her






1 baby- 4 babies
2.
look






swim- swimming
3.  
are






duck- ducklings
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)

The book we’ll read today is called In the Pond.  It tells us about living things and their babies that go swimming in the pond.  What kinds of things swim in ponds?  Name both the thing, and what we call their babies.  You could do a picture walk and talk about tricky vocabulary.

Today we will echo read this book.  We will be very careful about stopping or pausing at the end of each period.  When we do this, it helps us understand what we are reading.
(You could model reading p. 6-7 without stopping for the period.  Then model reading it correctly.  Talk about the best way to handle pausing after the period.)

· Difficult Words/Vocabulary  (covered during intro.)
p. 2 mother, ducklings     p. 4 swimming,    p. 6-7 tadpole, baby    p. 10 turtle,    p. 12-13 beaver, too   p. 14-15 swan, babies  
· Intentional Teaching Point:  (refer to flip chart)
Readers pause when they come to a period at the end of a sentence.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding and provide specific feedback. 

Echo read.  You read a page, then the group reads the page.

Listen in as kids read the book independently.  Encourage fluent readers as they stop appropriately at punctuation marks.

After Reading: (5-7 min.)
· Return to Teaching Point
What do you do when you come to a period at the end of a sentence?
Can one of you read a part of the book and show us how you can pause after the period?
· Discussion Questions

Let’s retell the story.  If needed, we can look back into the book to remember what happens first, next, near the end, and finally at the end of the book.
What is the same about all the living things in this book?  Let’s contrast, or tell what is different, about some of the living things in this book.

Before reading, did you know what a beaver looks like?  Let’s look at p. 12-13 and describe a beaver.

Did you know that a young frog is called a tadpole?

Look at p. 2-3 and 14-15.  Describe what is the same about ducks and swans.  (appearance, the mother leads with the little ones behind her)   Does this remind you of anything?  (a teacher walking down the hallway with the little children behind her/him)

What did you like/dislike about this book?

Look at the glossary.  Describe an animal and let kids identify which animal you are describing.
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Let’s write the title In the Pond and underline it.
Let’s use the book and make a list of all the living things the author told us swim in a pond.

(thumb through the book to make an accurate list)

1.  duck, ducklings

2.  frog, tadpole

3.  turtle

4.  beaver

5.  swan

Day 2-  Read the book again.  Pause at the end of those sentences!  

Compare/contrast the adult and babies.  What do you notice about pond water?  (not clear)

Read your list in journals.  Choose one animal and write a sentence about how it enjoys the pond.

Add a picture showing the setting, or location, that tells where the action is taking place.
You can other living things that also swim in ponds.  (fish, insects, deer, crayfish etc.)

