
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  The Van      Level:  C       ISBN:  978-1-932570-40-3              Publisher:  Pioneer Valley   

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. here  4. in      high frequency word: here 

2. is  5. little      an: can, Dan, fan, man, pan, ran, and, sand, stand 

3. the  6. too      recognizing rhyming words: man/fan, bush/sand 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction:  

These animals are going for a ride together in the van.  When you go for a ride, what kind of vehicle do you ride 

in?   Which would fit more people, a car or a van?  Why is that?  These animals are going to try to fit in the van, 

but some of these animals are big and they might not all fit.  What do you think they’ll do if they won’t all fit in 

the van?  Let’s see the characters in our story.  (During your picture walk, point out the pattern in the text as 

well as the difficult vocabulary on each page or page spread, mostly the names.  Only take your picture walk up 

to page 11.)  Let’s read to find out whether they all are able to fit in the van.   

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p4 Father Giraffe, p5 Mother Giraffe, p6 Monkey, p8 Dinosaur,                    

p9 Baby Stegosaurus, p10 Georgie Giraffe  

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use their eyes instead of their finger to help them read.   

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-Where do you think the animals in our story are going?  What makes you think that? (beach, sunglasses, 

beach bag) 

-Who got in the van first, second, next, last?  Who got in the van after Little Dinosaur?  Who got in the van 

before Mother Giraffe? 

-What was the problem in the story?  How was the problem solved?   

-How is Georgie Giraffe like Mother and Father Giraffe?  How are they different? 

-Summarize or retell the story in your own words. 

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 Write two sentences about what happened in the story.  (This could be done over two days.) 

Example: Father Giraffe got in the van.  Then Mother Giraffe got in the van. 

OR 

Little Dinosaur got in the van.  Then Baby Stegosaurus got in the van. 

OR 

Write a sentence about how Georgie Giraffe was able to fit in the van. 

Example: Georgie Giraffe stuck his head out the top of the van. 


