
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  The Little Red Hen  Level:  C ISBN:  978-1-58453-600-0 Publisher:  Pioneer Valley 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1.  me  4. little      short e: hen, pen, ten, bend, send, went 

2.  said  5. no      red, end, set, tell, left, get, them, then, next 

3.  the  6. yes 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

We’re going to be reading a story called “The Little Red Hen.”  Are you familiar with this story?  What do you 

know about this story?  The little red hen is working to make some muffins.  I think they’re corn bread 

muffins.  She has to work really hard and she asks some of the other animals on the farm for help.  Each time 

she asks another animal for help, they each say no.  How do you suppose that makes the little red hen feel?  

How would you feel if you kept asking people for help, but no one would help you?  At the end of the story, 

things are going to change a little bit.  Let’s take a look at our book and see what is happening.  (During your 

picture walk, be sure to point out the pattern in the text and discuss some of the difficult vocabulary.) 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p2 please, help, p3 horse 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use pictures to help them think about what is happening in the story. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-What made the cat, horse and pig change their mind at the end of the story? 

-What lesson do you think the author wanted us to understand from reading this book? 

-Do you think the cat, horse, and pig will make different choices the next time Hen asks for help?  What do 

you think they will do?  Why do you think they will behave differently?   

-Let’s talk about what is happening on each page, what the hen is actually doing on each page.  Do you think 

all these events actually happened in just one day?  What makes you think that?  How long do you think it 

really took?  

-How do you think the Hen felt each time she asked someone for help?  What makes you think that? (look at 

Hen’s face)  How do you think the other animals felt each time Hen asked for help?  What makes you think 

that?  How do you suppose each character felt at the end of the story? 

-What would you have done if you were Hen?  What would you have done if you were horse, cat, or pig?  

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

Write a sentence about something you have needed help with. 

Example:  I need help to tie my shoes.  OR I asked for help to read a book.  OR I wanted help to do a puzzle. 


