
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Look at the Pond                 Level:   C                   ISBN:  978-015327571-5              Publisher:    Harcourt 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. look        all -  ull -  pull -  full 

2. of   

3. big 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

Do you know what a pond is? Let’s look at all the animals or creatures the book’s illustrator put on the 

cover. (Students name them all.) What else can live in a pond? As we read this book I want you to notice 

what each creature is doing. When we read this book a second time we can stand behind our chairs and act 

out quietly what each creature is doing.   

 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary:     beaver         full 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

On each page count the number of creatures. Look at the ending of the creature word to see if there is an s, 

meaning there is more than one. (There is a tricky one on page 6 which shows two beavers but there is no s 

after beaver.) Good readers look at words from the beginning, to the middle, to the end.   

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

On the second reading, discuss how they can act out what each animal is doing. 

What are the beavers making in the pond? 

Are these pond creatures all friendly to each other? What about the frogs and dragonflies? 

 

 

 Return to Teaching Point:  Look at page 7. How many ducks do you see? What are the letters in the last 

word? 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

Acting out what the animals are doing helps in visualizing the animals in motion! 

 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 

Look at the ________________.  (Encourage students to think of something they have seen outside. As they 

stretch out the sounds of the word they choose, help them to hear the beginning, middle, and ending sounds.) 


