
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

Title:  Animals in the Snow  Level: C       ISBN: 978-0-7578-8862-5        Publisher:  Rigby 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min)  Word Building (3 min.) 

1. look  4. can   -use magnetic letters to build a high frequency word listed under familiar 

2. at  5. in   writing.  Could also have students build the word “here.” 

3. this  6. The   -in: bin, fin, pin, win, chin      -an: can, fan, man, pan, sand, stand 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction:  

We’re going to be reading a book about animals in the snow.  Do you know of any animals that live in the 

snow?  Let’s look through our book and see what kinds of animals we’re going to be reading about. (During the 

picture walk, introduce students to the pattern in the text.  You may also want to point out that the pattern 

changes partway through the text.  Have students name each animal and then find that name in the text.  The 

pattern changes on page 8 for the first time from “Look” to “here” and “live” to “hide.”  Then it changes again 

on page 10 by asking questions.  You may need to spend some time helping students see what is changing about 

the text.  Also, students will probably try to say the animal on page 10 is a rabbit.  “If this is the word “rabbit” 

what would be see at the beginning/middle/end?  Do you know another word that means the same thing as 

rabbit?”  At least have students give you the beginning sound and then tell them the word is “hare” if needed.)  

Let’s read about animals in the snow. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p2 bird, p4 bear, p6 seal, p9 here, fox, hide, p10 hare, p12 tiger 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use their eyes instead of their finger to help them read.  Readers use their finger only when they 

come to a tricky word. 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-Which animals in the story could live in the snow?  Which animals could hide in the snow?  Which animal 

could not hide in the snow?  (Together, make a chart and categorize the animals according to those 3 

questions. You may also add animals to other categories.  For example, the bird might not hide well in the 

snow, but the seal and the bear could.) 

-Can all animals live in the snow?  What is special about the animals we read about that allows them to live in 

the snow?  Are there other animals you know of that can live in the snow?  What helps some animals to be 

able to hide in the snow? 

-Discuss how to use the index and its purpose. 

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Have students write a sentence modeled after the examples on the back inside cover of the book.  If doing this 

book for more than one day, do a group sentence on the first day using this model.  On the second day, have 

students generate their own sentence.  You can help students stretch/spell animal names and the places where 

they live.  Have students doing as much of the work as possible, providing the sounds/letters for all sounds they 

can hear clearly. 


