
Surface Contamination
High Traffic/Touch Areas:

• Entrances
• Restrooms
• Main offices
• Lobbies
• Waiting rooms
• Cafeterias

COVID-19: We're in this together.
Restore. Prepare. Rebuild. 
As we think about keeping our building occupants safe from 
pathogens, it's critical to consider other potentially 
contaminated sources beyond what's in the air. In buildings, 
there are naturally high traffic areas and high touch surfaces. 
With viruses like SARS, MERS and COVID-19, it is known that 
they can live up to 72 hours on stainless steel and plastic or, 96 
hours on glass. Precautions can be taken in both the short- and 
long-term to mitigate exposure to viruses and bacteria.

The best method to mitigate the spread of pathogens is 
simply to avoid the high touch surface exposure utilizing 
existing, proven touchless technology.  

Applications include:
• Automatic flush valves for toilets and urinals

• Touchless faucets

• Drinking fountain conversion to touchless bottle fill station
• Automated touchless doors

• Foot pulls for doors

High Touch Surfaces:

• Door
• Railings
• Toilet/urinal 

flush valves
• Faucets
• Desks

Surface Spread
Slowing the spread of pathogens using antimicrobial 
materials in high traffic high touch areas is another 
effective measure. Materials composed of copper or 
created with coatings of silver and copper ions can 
be effective at killing bacteria and viruses on contact. 
These type of surfaces over periods of 2 to 4 hours 
have led to significant reductions in survival rates of 
pathogens.  

Studies have shown using EPA registered biocidal 
copper products in hospitals have seen an 80% 
reduction in bacterial contamination and a 78% 
reduction in Health Care Acquired Infections (HAIs) 
in patients. In fact, 88% of tested surfaces with 
copper alloy products have proven to be below the 
concentration recommended subsequent to 
terminal cleaning.
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• Gyms
• Building check-in 

desk
• Nurse office
• Pre-school/Pre-K
• Computer labs

• Counters
• Drinking fountains
• Laptops/Chrome 

books
• Sports equipment

In addition to copper products, manufacturers are 
using anti-microbial coatings. These coatings are 
composed of metal ions and act as ion exchangers 
stealing ions away from pathogens effectively 
killing them. Test results have shown zeolite 
coatings containing silver/copper caused 
significant reductions of COVID 229E after 1 hour 
in suspension.

Anti-microbial products include:
• EPA Registered copper alloy (brass, bronze,

copper-nickel)
• Handrails
• Door Hardware

o Crash bars
o Push plates
o Door pulls

•

•

Water fountains with antimicrobial touch
points and water trays
Biocidal hard surfaces

o Counters
o Desks
o Sinks
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