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New Instructional Services Director 

Settles into Role at Au Gres-Sims  
 

March 6, 2017 

AU GRES, MI – Jamie Kraatz continues to settle into her role as the Instructional Services 

Director at Au Gres-Sims.  The Au Gres-Sims Board of Education took action to hire Mrs. 
Kraatz on December 19, 2016 and her first day on campus was January 3, 2017.  Mrs. 
Kraatz, a 17-year veteran of education, previously worked for the Standish-Sterling School 
District.   

The position of Instructional Services Director was created at Au Gres-Sims to support staff 
and students in the district’s sustained strategic focus on student academic proficiency 
growth.  Mrs. Kraatz provides a leadership advisory role over featured programs including 
student data performance analytics, instructional curriculum support, classroom coaching, 
federal Title I and At-Risk programs, Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS), Positive 
Behavior Intervention Systems (PBIS), innovations in science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) programming, advancements in instructional technology (1:1), and 
implementation of research-based instructional best practices.     

While her philosophy for curricular work and public education remains primarily focused on 
students, Mrs. Kraatz explained, “I am excited to collaboratively support the amazing work 
that our educators perform every day.  I truly believe that a top-tier education is powerful and 
our students deserve the very best school experience(s).  Our curriculum should support 
student growth and provide a positive overall school culture.”  She continued, “My vision is for 
Au Gres-Sims to be known as a district that offers students big opportunities through 
innovative, quality education based on skill sets significant to today’s technology-driven 
world.  I want Au Gres-Sims students to be ready, relevant, and successful in any career or 
collegiate path they choose.”      

Superintendent Jeffrey Collier stated, “Hiring an Instructional Services Director at Au Gres-
Sims reflects a continuing positive trend for our district that dually accentuates our ability to 
break down traditional stereotypical barriers of limited resources for smaller schools while 
also designing incredible academic programming that supports our increasing student 
enrollment.”  He added, “Attracting Mrs. Kraatz’s caliber and talent, coupled with her choice 
to join the Au Gres-Sims team, reflects our ongoing renaissance as a “Destination District.”   
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With the addition of Mrs. Kraatz to the Au Gres-Sims faculty, the district continues to expand 
their strong academic performance portfolio.  During the past school year alone, Au Gres-
Sims High School was recognized by the U.S. News & World Report’s “Best High Schools in 
America 2016 Rankings.”  Touting academic highlights and extended learning opportunities 
that feature an award-winning band program, state-of-the-art instructional technology, 
diversified STEM programs, an elementary computer science coding club, FIRST Robotics, 
Remote Operated Vehicles (ROVs) construction, regional championship-winning Science 
Olympiad teams, and a reading incentive program called “Battle of the Books,” Au Gres-Sims 
truly offers first-class education as a district of leaders.  Au Gres-Sims is proud to welcome 
Mrs. Kraatz as the new Instructional Services Director.       

To learn more about Mrs. Kraatz and her transition to Au Gres-Sims, listen to Podcast #56 of 
the “J & J in Au Gres” show.  http://www.ags-schools.org/community/podcast  
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